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Topic Paper – Localism 
 

 
Key Evidence:  
 

 South Cambridgeshire Local Plan: Statement of Consultation March 
2014 (RD/Sub/SC/090); 

 South Cambridgeshire District Council Issues and Options Report July 
2012 (RD/LP/030); 

 South Cambridgeshire Local Plan: Issues & Options Consultation 2, 
Part 2 January 2013 (RD/LP/050); 

 South Cambridgeshire Submission Local Plan 2014 with Illustrated 
changes (RD/Sub/SC/050); 

 South Cambridgeshire Schedule of Proposed Major Modifications 
(RD/Sub/SC/030); 

 Parish Council-led proposals in Great and Little Abington evidence 
base (RD/H/60); 

 Parish Council-led proposals in Graveley evidence base (RD/H/70). 
 
 
The Localism Act 2011 and the National Planning Policy Framework 

 

1.1 The Localism Act 2011 (RD/Gov/040) gave new rights and powers to 

communities, these included enabling communities to prepare 

neighbourhood plans.  The Act made neighbourhood plans part of the 

Development Plan, giving them the same status as Local Plans albeit 

that they are closely linked to supporting the development needs set 

out in Local Plans with which they must be in general conformity as far 

as strategic policies are concerned.  In areas with parishes such as 

South Cambridgeshire, the act allows for Parish Councils to prepare 

neighbourhood plans.  

 

1.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (RD/NP/010) 

encourages plans to reflect the needs and priorities of their 

communities. It requires early meaningful engagement and 

collaboration with neighbourhood and local organisations.   

Parish Council Proposals 
 
2.1 South Cambridgeshire District Council‟s aims include it being a 

listening Council that will engage with stakeholders to help shape its 

services.  During the preparation of the Local Plan, this included 

extensive engagement with Parish Councils, which is documented in 

the Statement of Consultation (RD/Sub/SC/090). 

 

2.2 During the course of briefing on neighbourhood planning and early 

engagement on the Local Plan, South Cambridgeshire District Council 
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became aware that a number of Parish Councils would prefer to work 

with the Local Plan to take forward proposals that the Localism Act 

allows them to take forward through neighbourhood plans.  In the spirit 

of its role in facilitating neighbourhood planning contained in the Act 

and the NPPF, the Council supported this approach, holding a series of 

workshops with Parish Councils in July 2012 in the week leading up to 

the start of the first round of consultation on Issues and Options. The 

purpose of these workshops was to explore how the Local Plan could 

help deliver Parish aspirations, potentially as an alternative to 

neighbourhood plans for those Parish Councils that preferred to use 

the Local Plan and encourage any local proposals to be made through 

the consultation process. 

 
2.3 The Council was clear that Parish Council proposals would have to be 

proposals that a Parish Council could take forward in a Neighbourhood 

Plan, which would either have to be submitted for consideration as full 

blown proposals in the Local Plan or have been subject to local 

consultation by the Parish Council. 

 
2.4 A number of proposals were made by Parish Councils to the first South 

Cambridgeshire Issues and Options consultation in 2012 (RD/LP/030). 

They were included in the second round of Issues and Options 

consultation in 2013 (RD/LP/050). To support the consultation, a 

number of Parish Councils provided supplementary information at the 

Local Plan exhibitions, or additional leaflets were distributed by Parish 

Council on the Parish proposals. 

 

2.5 Histon & Impington Parish Council proposed the „Station‟ area of the 

village for mixed-use development, to provide a gateway into the 

village around the guided busway stop. The Issues and Options 2 

consultation demonstrated local support, and this has been included as 

Policy E/8 in the Submission South Cambridgeshire Local Plan.  

 
2.6 Parish Councils played an important role in identifying potential Local 

Green Spaces, by identifying green spaces of particular importance to 

them. The sites were tested to see if this designation was appropriate, 

and where it was they were included in the South Cambridgeshire 

Issues and Options 2 Consultation. A significant number of sites have 

been included in the Submission South Cambridgeshire Local Plan at 

Policy NH/12. Parish Councils also suggested sites which they 

considered should be allocated for openspace uses, and a number 

have been included in the Submission Local Plan at Policy SC/1. 
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2.7 The Issues and Options 2 consultation included Parish Council 

proposals for up to 1,500 houses with other uses and a bypass at 

Cottenham, and Village Framework changes at Little Gransden and 

Whaddon. However these did not receive sufficient support for 

inclusion in the plan. 

 
2.8 Subsequent to the publication of the Proposed Submission South 

Cambridgeshire Local Plan, the Parish Councils at Great Abington and 

Little Abington, and Graveley came forward with proposals for 

additional housing development in their villages.  These proposals 

were subject to local consultation, including through the distribution of 

leaflets and local meetings. The results demonstrated clear support for 

the Abington proposals, and support for one of the Graveley proposals 

(Parish Council-led proposals in Great and Little Abington evidence 

base RD/H/60; Parish Council-led proposals in Graveley evidence 

base RD/H/70).  Consultation was also undertaken with key 

stakeholders and sustainability appraisal of the proposals was carried 

out. 

 
2.9 On the basis of the evidence provided, assessments of site suitability, 

the consultation results and sustainability appraisal, the proposals have 

been included as Major Modifications to the Submission Local Plan 

(RD/Sub/SC/030), which add a new section headed “Parish Council 

Led Allocations for residential Development in Villages” to Policy H/1 

which allocates sites for residential development  (H/1i Land at Linton 

Road, Great Abington, H/1j Land at High Street/Pampisford Road, 

Great Abington, H/1k Land at Bancroft Farm, Church Lane, Little 

Abington, H/1:l, Land at Toseland Road, Graveley).  It is envisaged that 

the Major Modifications would be subject to formal consultation by the 

District Council after the examination hearings, subject to the 

examination process. 

 

2.10 Further information on the Parish Council proposals and how they have 

been taken through the Local Plan preparation can be found in the 

Statement of Consultation (in particular section 6). 

 

2.11 The inclusion of Parish Proposals in the Submission Local Plan does 

not in any way stop Parish Council across South Cambridgeshire 

preparing neighbourhood plans at any time in the future. 

 


