
Cambridge Local Plan Review- Local Leisure Facilities Survey 

 

Baseline Information – Current Situation 

 
Bingo Halls 
Bingo used to be a bingo hall in Cambridge located on Hobson Street however it 
remains closed. The building has been acquired by a bar and restaurant group has 
been granted a live music licence and restaurant. 
 
Casinos 
There are no casinos in Cambridge. An order made by the Secretary of State 
(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2008/1327/made) specifies which authorities may 
issue casino premises a licence and Cambridge City Council is not included. The City 
Council would therefore need permission to grant a casino licence before a casino 
could be considered, even if it were only part of a larger building (e.g. a hotel). 
 
Cinemas  
There are three cinemas in Cambridge with twenty screens in total. 

 Cineworld Cambridge with 9 screens 

 Vue Cinema, Grafton Centre with 8 screens 

 Picturehouse, Cambridge with 3 screens 
Please see Appendix A for the their location. 
 
Should the Grafton center undergo a refurbishment there may be an opportunity to 
increase the number of screens available. Opportunities to establish independent 
cinemas in historic buildings should also be considered on their merits to help 
support the provision of cinema screens and the types of films distributed. 
 
Ten Pin Bowling  
There is only one Tenpin facility in Cambridge, located at the Cambridge Leisure 

Park. Please see Appendix A for its location. 

Health & Fitness Clubs 
There are nine fitness clubs in Cambridge. Please see Appendix A for the list of 

health & fitness clubs and their location. There are two fitness clubs just north of the 

City’s boundary. 

Cambridge City Council Sports Strategy 2009 – 2013 
Sports Halls are measured in badminton courts, and a standard sized facility has four 
courts. The study shows that currently, overall provision in the Cambridge area is 
almost exactly at the national average in terms of the number of courts per head of 
population. 

 Cambridge has 0.37 courts per thousand population against the national 
average of 0.29 courts per thousand population. 

 The study concludes that the Council should pursue a programme of 
refurbishment and negotiating community use in existing facilities in tandem 
with potentially co-located new sports hall provision in Cambridge East and 
the Southern Fringe over the next 13 years. 

 
Snooker & Pool Halls 
There are three snooker and pool clubs in Cambridge. 

 Cambridge Snooker Centre 

 WT’s Snooker and Sporting Club 

 Mickey Flynns American Pool  
Please see Appendix A for the their location. 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2008/1327/made


Recently, planning proposals have been submitted and subsequently refused for the 
conversion of Mickey Flynns American Pool establishment into a supermarket. Given 
the limited number of similar leisure pursuits in the City, it is important that these 
uses are protected, especially where they help support community integration and 
maintain the vibrancy and vitality of local neighbourhoods. 
 
Nightclubs 
Cambridge has three nightclubs and they are: 

 The Place, 22 Sidney Street, CB2 3HG 

 Fez Club, Market Passage, CB2 3PF 

 Ballare, Heidelberg Gardens, Lion Yard, CB2 3NA 
Until recently there were four nightclubs in Cambridge. One club, formerly called 

Kambar has recently become a Champagne Bar (secured under a 15-year lease) 

and is difficult to classify as a traditional nightclub. Ballare in Lion Yard and The 

Place in Sidney Street are owned by the club-chain Luminar, which recently went into 

administration. These establishments remain open however their future is uncertain. 

The future of the Fez club remains in Market Passage. Hobson House is scheduled 

to open later this year. It has a live music licence therefore and this venue will 

hopefully replace the Kambar which used to provide live music. 

While there are a number of late night bars in Cambridge, they do not provide a 

permanent dance floor with a disc-jockey playing music. Nightclubs therefore provide 

an essential component of evening entertainment. They help maintain the vibrancy 

and vitality of the City’s late night economy and make the City a popular destination 

for students, visitors and local residents. They also serve a large catchment area 

beyond the City itself. For these reasons it is important that Cambridge provides a 

minimum number of nightclubs as part of the City’s diverse nighttime leisure 

economy. 

Soft play areas 
There is one soft play area in Cambridge, called Funky Funhouse at 8  Mercers Row. 

There is one particular issue for this type of activity relating to the loss of valuable B2 

& B8 warehouse facilities that these activities occupy. Further consideration is 

perhaps needed to identify areas in which warehouses should be protected from this 

use.  

Theatre & Performance Halls 
There are three theatres in Cambridge and four performance halls, which support a 

variety of performing arts. Please see Appendix A for the list of theatres and 

performance halls and their location. 

Community Stadium 
The aspiration to develop a Community Stadium is in keeping with the 

Cambridgeshire Horizons’ document A Major Sports Facilities Strategy for the 

Cambridge Sub-Region (2006), which identifies key gaps in sports provision within 

the sub-region.  The City Council recognised this document, but did not adopt it as a 

material consideration in determining planning applications. The proposed 

redevelopment of the Abbey Stadium site by Grosvenor, the land owner, is linked to 

the development of a Community Stadium with a hub for sport, training, education 

and health facilities, large-scale community facilities and significant levels of market 

housing or student accommodation. 

In addition to identifying Cambridge United Football Club’s needs as the potential 

main occupier of the Community Stadium, the project group has undertaken research 



on the level of community need for facilities, interviewing a range of clubs and 

organisations.  The community sporting needs identified were: 

 Full-size sports hall; 

 Outdoor full-size pitches, both grass and synthetic; 

 Floodlit 5-a-side pitches; 

 Café/bar and meeting area; 

 Provision for urban/extreme sports; and  

 Health and fitness facilities. 
 
Four preferred sites have been identified by Grosvenor considered ten different sites 
for the Community Stadium and following their analysis of site constraints four 
preferred sites were identified:  

 Marshall – North of Newmarket Road (51 hectares); 

 Trumpington – adjacent to the M11 (32 hectares); 

 NIAB 2 (30 hectares); and 

 Barton Road (165 hectares). 
 

Marshall – North of Newmarket Road 

This site is in South Cambridgeshire, directly adjacent to the boundary with the City.  

The site forms the North of Newmarket Road portion of Cambridge East Area Action 

Plan allocation. Grosvenor’s proposed number of residential units is approximately 

1,200.  

Key Issues affecting the Marshall – North of Newmarket Road Site 

 Area Action Plan – whilst the AAP states that this site can come forward for 
development, the Councils need to review whether there is a case for the land 
to be brought forward without the certainty that the airport can be relocated in 
the longer term.  A key principle would be to avoid piecemeal development.  
We would need to be assured that a high quality development can happen on 
this site alone without compromising any longer term vision for the wider area 
and that it integrates with the City. 

 Air Safety Zones - subject to restrictions on the range of building heights, due 
to the proximity of the airport.  The site should be discussed with Marshall and 
Defence Estates at an early stage. 

 Noise and Air Quality – both are likely to be issue, given the retention of the 
airport. 

 Contaminated Land – given the location of the works north of Newmarket 
Road, investigation of contaminated land would be required.  

 Transport and Access – there may be a negative impact on peak flows on 
Newmarket Road and through Fen Ditton as a result of the proposed 
development. 

 Flooding – some surface water flooding issues, though not insurmountable. 

 Community facilities – given the relatively deprived nature of the adjacent 
Abbey ward and the lack of secondary education provision; quality of library 
provision and demands on existing primary education provision would need to 
be considered.   

 

Trumpington 

The site is split between the City and South Cambridgeshire.  It lies in the Cambridge 

Green Belt close to the forthcoming Trumpington Meadows development.  The 

proposal involves relocation of some of the Trumpington Meadows Country Park to 

accommodate the Community Stadium directly adjacent to the M11/Hauxton Road 



junction.  Grosvenor’s proposed number of residential units is approximately 320 in 

addition to the existing Trumpington Meadows development. 

Key Issues affecting the Trumpington site 

 Green Belt – contrary to policy.  There are negative effects of the proposed 
development upon the compact character and well-defined setting of the city 
of Cambridge and the increased risk of eventual coalescence with 
surrounding villages in contradiction of the stated purposes of the Cambridge 
Green Belt.  The Council has raised objection to the location of a Household 
Waste Recycling Centre on the eastern side of Hauxton Road off the 
Addenbrooke’s Access Road.  Given our concerns about incremental 
changes to the Green Belt edge, which is strongly defined in this location, it is 
not considered tenable to support the further incursions into the Green Belt on 
the north-western corner of Junction 11 of the M11. 

 Quality of the Country Park – relocation of the Country Park needs to be 
considered very carefully in terms of the quality of provision. 

 Noise and Air Quality - given the site’s proximity to the M11 and the adjacent 
residential area, there are likely to be major noise and air quality issues. 

 Transport and Access – whilst it lies adjacent to the strategic road network 
and would be easily accessible from outside Cambridge, it would give rise to 
additional traffic flows in this location next to a busy junction. 

 

NIAB 2 
This site is entirely in South Cambridgeshire and has been allocated for housing in 
South Cambridgeshire’s Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document.  It 
lies directly adjacent to the administrative boundary with the City and with the 
physical boundary of the NIAB site, which comprises proposals for 1,593 homes, 
including 40% affordable housing; a primary school and children's centre; community 
facilities, including a health centre, library and community café, a convenience store 
and other local shops; open space with children's play areas, a multi-use games 
area, sports pitches and a sports pavilion, footpaths and cycleways.  Grosvenor’s 
proposed number of residential units is approximately 500, but this number may 
increase. 

Key Issues affecting NIAB 2  

 Flooding – the flood risk in this area is considered to be high and is currently 
being modelled. 

 Transport and Access – dependent on upgrading of the A14 due to the nil 
detriment approach. 

 Impacts on the NIAB site – major detrimental transport impacts on the NIAB 
site as a result of the additional vehicular load on shared access roads into 
the sites.  This may result in the need for submission of a new application for 
both NIAB and NIAB 2 to deal with the issues raised.  Furthermore, the noise 
impacts from the stadium upon residents of the NIAB site may not be 
acceptable.  The NIAB 2 site would need to be coherent with NIAB. 

 Primary Education – this would need to be considered in tandem with the 
provision on the NIAB site given the amount of housing proposed. 

 
Barton Road 
This site is split between the City and South Cambridgeshire.  This site lies in the 
Cambridge Green Belt and would involve the loss of a number of fields, some of 
which are currently occupied by College sports pitches.  Grosvenor’s proposal 
provides for 1,200 residential units.   
 



Key Issues for Barton Road 

 Green Belt – contrary to policy.  There are negative effects of the proposed 
development upon the compact character and well-defined landscape setting 
of the city of Cambridge in contradiction of the stated purposes of the 
Cambridge Green Belt.  Part of this site was involved in the legal challenge to 
the adoption of the CLP 2006 made by Ashwell Limited (Barton Road) shortly 
after adoption. The High Court found in favour of the City Council and the 
court of appeal rejected Ashwell’s case in 2008. 

 Flooding - the SFRA identified parts of this site as being within Flood Zones 2 
(1 in 1000 year flood) and Zones 3a (1 in 100 year flood) and 3b (1 in 20 year 
flood). 

 Transport and access - Whilst the site is generally accessible by foot and 
cycle, public transport access is poor.  Furthermore, high levels of vehicular 
traffic may contribute to existing peaks of traffic on Barton Road and to 
existing challenges with cars visiting the Cambridge Rugby Club on 
Grantchester Road on match days.   

 Noise and Air Quality - the proximity of the M11 is likely to give rise to 
concerns about these issues.   

 

Conclusion 

The analysis undertaken by Grosvenor has not been provided to Planning Policy 
officers in considerable detail.  As such, we have not been able to establish the rigour 
of the assessment process.   We have not provided Grosvenor with detailed 
feedback on a site-by-site basis or indicated that the principle is acceptable. 
 
 
Ice Rink 

There are currently two separate schemes to provide an ice rink for Cambridge. The 

first is a joint venture with British Antarctic Survey (BAS), based in Cambridge, and 

the second to incorporate a rink into a new Community Stadium for Cambridge 

United. 
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Id Cinemas 

1 Arts Picturehouse 38 - 39 St Andrews Street CB2 3AR 

2 Cineworld 22-26 Cambridge Leisure Park Clifton Way CB1 7DY 

3 Vue Cinema 105 Grafton Centre Fitzroy Street CB1 1PS 

 Performance Halls 

4 The Cambridge Corn Exchange Wheeler Street CB2 3QB 

5 West Road Concert Hall 11 West Road CB3 9DP 

6 Cambridge Drama Centre Anglia Ruskin University Covent Garden CB1 2HR 

7 The Junction Clifton Way CB1 7GX 

 Theatre 

8 ADC Theatre Park Street CB5 8AS 

9 Arts Theatre 6 - 7 St Edwards Passage CB2 3PJ 

10 Mumford Theatre, Anglia Ruskin University, East Road, CB1 1PT 

 Bowling 

1 Mega Bowl Tenpin 8 - 12 Cambridge Leisure Park Clifton Way CB1 7DY 

 Fitness Clubs 

2 Cambridge Squash And Fitness Club 295 Histon Road CB4 3NF 

3 David Lloyd Leisure 21 - 25 Coldhams Business Park Norman Way CB1 3LH 

4 DW Sports Fitness Unit 2B Beehive Centre Coldhams Lane CB1 3ET 

5 East Wing Romsey Labour Club Mill Road CB1 3NL 

6 Energie Fitness Club, 64-68 Newmarket Road, CB5 8DZ 

7 Greens Health And Fitness 213 Cromwell Road CB1 3BA 

8 Kelsey Kerridge Sports Hall Gonville Place CB1 1NA 

9 LA Fitness 34 Cambridge Leisure Park Clifton Way CB1 7DY 

10 The Fitness Suite City House 126 - 130 Hills Road CB2 1RE 

 

Health centres located outside Cambridge City Council’s boundary:  

The Park, Cambridge Regional College, Kings Hedges Road, CB4 2QT 

The Trinity Centre, 24 Cambridge Science Park, Milton Road, CB4 0FN 

 Snooker Halls 

11 Frames Snooker Club Coldhams Road CB1 3EW 

12 Mickey Flynns American Pool 103 Mill Road CB1 2AZ 

13 WT's Snooker And Sporting Club 39B, Burleigh Street CB1 1DG 

 



 

Id Art Centres 

1 Kettle's Yard, Castle Street, CB3 0AQ 

2 White House Arts, 72 Fen Road, CB4 1UN 

 Galleries 

3 Byard art, 14 King's Parade, CB2 1SJ 

4 Cambridge Contemporary Art, 6 Trinity Street, CB2 1SU 

5 Primavera, 10 King's Parade, CB2 1SJ 

6 Williams Art, 5 Dale’s Brewery, Gwydir Street, CB1 2LJ 

7 The Ruskin Gallery at Cambridge School of Art, ARU, East Road,  CB1 1PT 

8 
The New Hall Art Collection, Murray Edwards College, Huntingdon Road, 
CB3 0DF 

 


