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Planning Update
February 2026

Janine Richardson
Principal Planning Officer 
Strategic Sites

Janine.Richardson@greatercambridgeplanning.org
Mobile: 07731 362591

mailto:Janine.Richardson@greatercambridgeplanning.org


Website: 
Greater Cambridge Development Corporation: Consultation - Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government - Citizen Space

By 1st April 2026

Website: 
National Planning Policy Framework: proposed reforms 
and other changes to the planning system - GOV.UK

By 10th March 2026

NPPF Consultation

Development Corporation Consultation



Darwin Green 2/3
February 2026

Elisabeth Glover MRTPI
Principal Planning Officer 
Strategic Sites

Elisabeth.glover@greatercambridgeplanning.org
Mobile: 07355 925324

mailto:Elisabeth.glover@greatercambridgeplanning.org


Status Update

Site-wide conditions

Design Code 

Infrastructure RMA

Country Park RMA

Secondary School 

Community Consultation Event 
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Darwin Green Planning 
Update 

February 2026
John Shuttlewood Principal Planner 

Strategic Sites Team 
Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service

John.Shuttlewood@greatercambridgeplanning.org



Street Lighting 

Survey of columns and lamps in 

Falmouth Avenue, Franklin Gardens, Galton Rd, Lawrence Weaver Rd. 

Cornford Drive, Henslow Crescent, Sedgwick Crescent, Wallace Way

Initial works of temp lanterns fitted where outages occurred.

Sub-contracted works to be completed in first week of February. 



BDW2 Carbon Reduction 
Strategy / future low 
energy home heating 

• Residents questions around solar panel numbers 
installed and how affects Building Regs part L.  

• Planning conditions 21/044312/REM require post 
construction certificates (c.11) and proof of 
future adaptability for efficient electric (c.12). 

• DWH state all bar 10 plots on BDW2 built to 2021 
standards, with more energy efficient materials 
used in build.  This allows for lesser solar panels to 
reach the 2021 standard.  Other certification will be 
provided to the LPA demonstrating exceedance of 
2021 standards. 

• Homes should have adaptable radiators to run with 
heat pump; suitable external heat pump unit space; 
installed ready hot water tank & pipework between  
pump & hot water tank. 



Woodlark Road Drainage Ditch 

• Survey of extent of ditch carried out
• Quarterly management carried out Jan 2026
• Brambles cut back and area nearest to Huntingdon 

Rd to be reprofiled 
• Works to maintenance path area inc. Retaining wall, 

soakaways,  fencing ceased awaiting developer 
public  engagement, discussion workshop, 
submission of ‘betterment’ details  



Woodlark Road Drainage Ditch 



Windsor Rd Park amended drawings

Pre-commencement condition 29 for parcel BDW3 21/05434/REM
• Are In – view on GCSPS website – application search page 
• Best start by reading the covering letter whilst looking at the plans 

Re-consultation with Urban Design, Landscape & Highways until 17th March 2026

Opportunity for interested Parties to look at them and make comments by same date 

Happy to chat about them 

References are 21/05434/COND29 & 
• Parcel BDW3 hoping to commence Summer 2026 once all pre-commencement conditions discharged 



BDW5/6 
Franklin 
Gardens 

Question raised about any interim on street 
parking restrictions – planning conditions 
approved details for interim visitor bays but 
no private enforcement regime as seen on 
other parcels.  LPA would like to see 
uniformity. 

24/00961/NMA1 application in for Plots 202 
To 205 And 209 to change the 1.8m high wire 
mesh fence to the eastern and southern 
boundary to a 1.8m close board fence.  
Potential landscaping and security issues to 
consider. 



Questions submitted 

1. Several houses on BDW2 already have water 
damage to the new brick work.
2. No footpath along the BDW / Woodlark Rd 
boundary fence – site levels still to be checked 
against plans.
3. No information about when, where and for how 
long visitors can park on site - only penalty notices.
4. There is already standing water on the playing 
fields and footpaths. 
5. Difficult to find information about when the 
library or allotments are opening.
6. A full Swale alongside the Darwin Green Playing 
field.
7. Houses under construction along the BDW 2 / 
Woodlark Road boundary.
Plus 5 WIRE questions sent written response 



Change in 
Drop In 
Session Dates 
& Times from 
April 2026

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH 1030 – 1230 

Is now…..

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH       1130 – 1330  
***TIME CHANGE***

Still held at the Community Rooms

ATTENDANCE FROM DAVID WILSON HOMES SOUTH 
MIDS  &  BARRATTS EASTERN COUNTIES  

Also ******New FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 
1000 – 1100********

AT THE COMMUNITY ROOMS FOR NEWCOMERS / 
FIRST TIMERS 
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West & North West 
Community Forum
26 February 2026



Planning matters: Outline Application

A new Outline Planning Application 
has been submitted for the future 
phases of development.

• 3,800 homes, bringing the total to 
an estimated 5,650 homes 

• Up to 50% affordable housing 
for University key workers 

• 1,675 student accommodation, 
bringing the total to 2,000 

• Over one third green, open 
spaces 

• New pedestrian and cycle routes 
• Sports and play facilities

• 100,000m2 of employment 
space, 60% of which will be used 
for research and innovation, and 
40% focused on mid-tech uses.



Planning matters: Sports and Amenity

Eddington 
Community Gardens

Eddington Avenue 
Recreation Grounds 



Development updates



Placemaking events



Cambridge West

Planning consent granted for 
Cambridge West in Summer 
2024.

• 383,000 sqm academic and 
commercial research

Vision to create an innovation campus grounded 
in the academic excellence and in the 
pioneering innovation sectors that fuel growth, 
working in sectors including AI, Quantum, 
Medical Devices, Climate research, supporting 
startups and scaleups.



Civil Engineering Building
West Hub

Ray Dolby Centre

Completed

50,000m2 of Total 
Phase 1 floor space 

143,000 m2

Whittle Laboratory Extension

Cambridge West – Phase 1



Cambridge West – Next steps

Whittle Lab extension official opening Summer 

Cavendish II demolition

Cambourne-to-Cambridge led by GCP, subject to 
approval from the Secretary of State

Progress on Strategic Planning conditions:
• Phasing of Development
• Car Parking Strategy during build out of the site
• Ecological Design Strategy to address BNG

Submit RMA for additional tennis courts and 
permanent padel course at the Sports Centre.



Thank you

www.eddington-cambridge.co.uk
www.cambridgewest.org.uk
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cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Darwin Green Secondary School

Education Update 

13th February 2026



Key stakeholders

Client: Cambridgeshire County Council 

Consultant: Atkins Realis

Contractor: Morgan Sindall 

Academy Trust: Meridian

Master developer: Barratt David Wilson Homes

Local Planning Authority: Great Cambridge Planning 

Regulation 3 Planning Authority: Cambridgeshire County Council 



Scheme funding 

S106 contributions from Eddington and Darwin Green developers 

Prudential borrowing from Cambridgeshire County Council

Basic need funding from the Department of Education 



Proposed/potential delivery timeline for DG Secondary

Planning application submitted: August 2026 

Planning granted: January 2027 

Start on site: April 2027 

Practical completion: November 2028 



Key Risks to delivery programme 

Darwin Green Secondary’s Planning Application 

Barratt David Wilson Homes’ Infrastructure Reserved Matters Planning Application

Site ownership and status 



School 
design

Phase 1 
Site Masterplan



School design

Phase 1 
Ground & First 

Floor Plans



School design

Phase 1 
2nd Floor Plan

&
Sports Hall



School design

Phase 1 & 2
Visualisation



Questions
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One Cambridge, fair for all

Community 
Development
In North-West and West Cambridge
Nov 2025 – Feb 2026



One Cambridge, fair for all

What’s Been Happening?
• Welcome pack for Darwin Green new residents
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• Supporting local residents and organisations to start new projects
• Programme of events in Darwin Green
• Local surveys to find out what you think
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New Life Church)
• Public Living Room in Franklin Gardens
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• Community Focus Meetings with Darwin Green Residents
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Darwin Green Community Centre
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One Cambridge, fair for all

What’s New?
• Walk and Talk and Arts Course in Darwin Green
• Enabling Communities: Great British Spring Clean, 13th to the 29th

March. Borrow litter picking equipment – Storey’s Field Centre and 
Darwin Green Community Centre

• Summer Activity Grant is open – Up to £750 available for 
community groups, instructors and coaches in Cambridge City, 
closes 17 April

• Sports Activator in Darwin Green – a new role for the summer!



One Cambridge, fair for all

Reminder!
• Coffee with a Cop in Dulcedo Coffee Shop

is tomorrow at 10am!



O
ne C

am
bridge, fair for all

Contact details
Suzanne Jackson, Community Development Officer
Suzanne.Jackson@cambridge.gov.uk
Mobile 07590 822080
Julian Adams, Neighbourhood Manager
Julian.Adams@cambridge.gov.uk

mailto:Suzanne.Jackson@cambridge.gov.uk
mailto:Julian.Adams@cambridge.gov.uk
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CLOSE
Next Forum:

Thursday 11 June 2026





Thursday 26 February 2026

Contact us:

northwest.cambridge@scambs.gov.uk

www.cambridge.gov.uk/community-forums

engage.scambs.gov.uk/ 

engage.cambridge.gov.uk/ 

http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/community-forums
http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/community-forums
http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/community-forums
https://engage.scambs.gov.uk/
https://engage.cambridge.gov.uk/
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