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Planning Update
February 2026

Janine Richardson

Principal Planning Officer
Strategic Sites

Janine.Richardson@greatercambridgeplanning.org

Mobile: 07731 362591


mailto:Janine.Richardson@greatercambridgeplanning.org

Ministry of Housing,

Communities &
Local Government

GREATER CAMBRIDGE|
SHARED PLANNING

Proposed reforms to the National Planning
Policy Framework and other changes to
the planning system

December 2025

Ministry of Housing,
Communities &
Local Government

Home  Find activities  Building Safety

Greater Cambridge Development Corporation: Consultation
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Darwin Green 2/3
February 2026

Elisabeth Glover MRTPI

Principal Planning Officer
Strategic Sites

B HISTON & IMPINGTON

GIRTOM

Elisabeth.glover@greatercambridgeplanning.org

Mobile: 07355 925324


mailto:Elisabeth.glover@greatercambridgeplanning.org

Status Update

Site-wide conditions
Design Code
Infrastructure RMA
Country Park RMA

Secondary School

Community Consultation Event

Drop-in session:

We are eager to hear your feedback:

When: 4th March

Time: 4-7pm

Where: Room 1, Community
Rooms, 50 Galton Road, Darwin
Green, Cambridge CB3 OUL
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DARWIN GREEN

CAMBRIDGE

PHASE | - PROJECT PROGRESS UPDATE
for the
NORTH-WEST - WEST COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING

26" FEBRUARY 2026

PRESENTED BY ANDREW MACLAREN - PROJECT MANAGER
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CONTENTS:

» SITE-WIDE OVERVIEW - OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE
PROGRESS OF DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY CENTRE: MEETING ROOM OVER HEATING
OCCUPATIONS RETAIL UNITS
- LOCAL CENTRE
LIBRARY ANY OTHER ITEMS RAISED
HEALTH CENTRE
+ COMMUNITY FACILITIES * QUESTIONS?

SPORTS PAVILION

TENNIS COURT

CENTRAL PARK & SPORT PITCHES
ALLOTMENTS
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@ Darwin Green Marketing Suite
B Franklin Gardens Marketing Suite

wem==__ Local Centre
Multi-Use Playing Fields @ Library e Parcel BDW1
@ Tennis Courts @ Community Centre e Parcel BDW2
@) Basketball Courts @) Health Centre wesss  Parcel BDW3
() Sports Pavilion @ Mixed-Use Retail Space ~www  Parcel BDW4
Play Area @ Potential Future Supermarket Parcel BDW5 /6
@ Alotments @ Potential Future Primary School esss  Cycle Route

CURRENT OCCUPATIONS: 675 DWELLINGS [FEBRUARY 2026]

364 PRIVATE FOR SALE
311 AFFORDABLE

Barratt
Redrow

DEVELOPMENT

PROGRESS:
PARCEL BDW2
65% TO ROOF
PARCEL BDW4
50% TO ROOF

PARCEL BDW3
SITE START MAY 2026
[ROADS & SEWERS]
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Barratt
Redrow

* LOCAL CENTRE

LIBRARY

Pre-handover inspection has
taken place

Legal Documentation for the
lease of the building to
Cambridgeshire County
Library Services, is with the
Country Council

Hand over to County Council
projected: April 2026

County Council
Fit-Out: 6 months

Library Open
October / November
2026
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Barratt

DARWIN GREEN: PHASE | - UPDATE

* LOCAL CENTRE

HEALTH CENTRE

* Detail design for the “fit-out’
contract work is progressing

* Legal Documentation for the
lease of the building to the
Local doctor’s surgery, is
with the future tenant

* Works anticipated to start
Summer 2026

" e gl
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DARWIN GREEN
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES
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« COMMUNITY FACILITIES

SPORTS PAVILION

* Final works to the building to
complete the contract is
complete

* Legal Documentation forthe
transfer of the building to the
City Council is progressing
with a formal transfer date
programmed for the end of
April / May 2026




Barratt
Redrow

DARWIN GREEN: PHASE | - UPDATE

« COMMUNITY FACILITIES

TENNIS COURT
* Work complete
* Facilities open to the public

* Legal Documentation for the
transfer of the facility to the
City Councilis progressing
with a formal transfer date
programmed for March /
April 2026
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« COMMUNITY FACILITIES
CENTRAL PARK - SPORTS PITCHES
* Work complete
* Facilities open to the public

* Legal Documentation for the transfer
of the facility to the City Councilis
progressing with a formal transfer
date programmed for May / June 2026 /
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« COMMUNITY FACILITIES
ALLOTMENT - PARCEL BDW2
* Work complete the contract

* Pre-handover site meeting
held 15" October 2025

* Legal Documentation for the
transfer of the facility to the
City Council is progressing
with a formal transfer date
programmed for March /
April 2026
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Barratt
Redrow

DARWIN GREEN: PHASE | - UPDATE

* OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE

COMMUNITY BUILDING:
MEETING ROOM OVER HEATING
ISSUE

* Optionto resolve issue
identified RETAIL UNITS

* Re-Marketing Retail
opportunity in progress

documentation * Selection of preferred

* Works. Planned Spring / tenants J.uly 2026
2026 * Occupation planned

Summer / Autumn 2026

* Detail design progressing
* Next Stage: Contract
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Darwin Green
Planning Update
. February 2026

John Shuttlewood Principal Planner
Strategic Sites Team
Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service

John.Shuttlewood@greatercambridgeplanning.org




Street lighting

(’7‘ Survey of columns and lamps in
EI Falmouth Avenue, Franklin Gardens, Galton Rd, Lawrence Weaver Rd.
Cornford Drive, Henslow Crescent, Sedgwick Crescent, Wallace Way

P
Q Initial works of temp lanterns fitted where outages occurred.

Sub-contracted works to be completed in first week of February.



BDW2 Carbon Reduction
Strategy / future low
energy home heating

* Residents questions around solar panel numbers
installed and how affects Building Regs part L.

* Planning conditions 21/044312/REM require post
construction certificates (c.11) and proof of future
adaptability for efficient electric (c.12).

» DWH state all bar 10 plots on BDW?2 built to 2021
standards, with more energy efficient materials used
in build. This allows for lesser solar panels to reach
the 2021 standard. Other certification will be
provided to the LPA demonstrating exceedance of
2021 standards.

* Homes should have adaptable radiators to run with
heat pump; suitable external heat pump unit space;
installed ready hot water tank & pipework between
pump & hot water tank.




Woodlark Road - N\
Drainage Ditch \

* Survey of extent of ditch carried out

* Quarterly management carried out I
Jan 2026

* Brambles cut back and area nearest
to Huntingdon Rd to be reprofiled

* Works to maintenance path area inc.
Retaining wall, soakaways, fencing
ceased awaiting developer public
engagement, discussion workshop,
submission of ‘betterment’ details
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Windsor Rd Park amended drawings

Pre-commencement condition 29 for parcel BDW3 21/05434/REM

e Are In-view on GCSPS website —application search page
e Best start by reading the covering letter whilst looking at the plans

Re-consultation with Urban Design, Landscape & Highways until 17" March 2026

Opportunity for interested Parties to look at them and make comments by same date

Happy to chat about them

References are 21/05434/COND29 &

e Parcel BDW3 hoping to commence Summer 2026 once all pre-commencement conditions discharged




Question raised about any interim on street
parking restrictions — planning conditions
approved details for interim visitor bays but
no private enforcement regime as seen on

BDW5/6 other parcels. LPA would like to see
Franklin uniformity.
Gardens

24/00961/NMA1 application in for Plots 202
To 205 And 209 to change the 1.8m high
wire mesh fence to the eastern and
southern boundary to a 1.8m close board
fence. Potential landscaping and security
iIssues to consider.




Questions submitted

1. Several houses on BDW2 already have water
damage to the new brick work.

2. No footpath along the BDW / Woodlark Rd
boundary fence - site levels still to be checked
against plans.

3. No information about when, where and for how
long visitors can park on site - only penalty notices.

4. There is already standing water on the playing
fields and footpaths.

5. Difficult to find information about when the
library or allotments are opening.

6. A full Swale alongside the Darwin Green Playing
field.

7. Houses under construction along the BDW 2/
Woodlark Road boundary.

Plus 5 WIRE questions sent written response



Change in

Drop In
Session

Dates &
Times from

April 2026

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH 1030 - 1230

Is now.....

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH 1130-
1330 ***TIME CHANGE***

Still held at the Community Rooms

ATTENDANCE FROM DAVID WILSON HOMES
SOUTH MIDS & BARRATTS EASTERN COUNTIES

Also ******New FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
1000 — 1100****xxxx

AT THE COMMUNITY ROOMS FOR NEWCOMERS
/ FIRST TIMERS
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Planning matters: Outline Application

A new Outline Planning Application
has been submitted for the future
phases of development.

+ 3,800 homes, bringing the total to
an estimated 5,650 homes

» Up to 50% affordable housing
for University key workers

« 1,675 student accommodation,
bringing the total to 2,000

« Over one third green, open
spaces

* New pedestrian and cycle routes
« Sports and play facilities

« 100,000m? of employment
space, 60% of which will be used
for research and innovation, and
40% focused on mid-tech uses.




Planning matters: Sports and Amenity
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. i
Eddington Avenue
Recreation Grounds

Eddington
Community Gardens




Development updates




IR s———




[ WA
rﬁ”'ﬂgﬂi_ |

Planning consent granted for
Cambridge West in Summer
2024,

+ 383,000 sgm academic and
commercial research

Academic teaching
& Research

To contribute to
society through the
pursuit of education,
_) learning and research
atthe highest
international levels of
excellence

Commercial

Vision to create an innovation campus grounded
in the academic excellence and in the
pioneering innovation sectors that fuel growth,
working in sectors including Al, Quantum,
Medical Devices, Climate research, supporting
startups and scaleups.



Completed

50,000m?2 of Total
Phase 1 floor space
143,000 m2

|'1ﬁ

West Hub - :
- — Civil Engineering Building




Whittle Lab extension official opening Summer
Cavendish Il demolition

Cambourne-to-Cambridge led by GCP, subject to
approval from the Secretary of State

Progress on Strategic Planning conditions:

» Phasing of Development

« Car Parking Strategy during build out of the site
» Ecological Design Strategy to address BNG

Submit RMA for additional tennis courts and
permanent padel course at the Sports Centre.
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ANAA Cambridgeshire
AAA Q

County Council

Darwin Green Secondary School

Education Update

13t February 2026 ] .
cambridgeshire.gov.uk



Key stakeholders

Client: Cambridgeshire County Council

Consultant: Atkins Realis

Contractor: Morgan Sindall

Academy Trust: Meridian

Master developer: Barratt David Wilson Homes
Local Planning Authority: Great Cambridge Planning

Regulation 3 Planning Authority: Cambridgeshire County Council



Scheme funding

S106 contributions from Eddington and Darwin Green developers
Prudential borrowing from Cambridgeshire County Council

Basic need funding from the Department of Education



Proposed/potential delivery timeline for DG Secondary

Planning application submitted: August 2026
Planning granted: January 2027
Start on site: April 2027

Practical completion: November 2028



Key Risks to delivery programme

Darwin Green Secondary’s Planning Application
Barratt David Wilson Homes’ Infrastructure Reserved Matters Planning Application

Site ownership and status



Phase 1
Site Masterplan

School
design




Plant Room
PLAID

2

e

L]
[LLATA ]
g
z

o
g

SENLIG. Group
RES04

School design

e
(] oy
Food Frep T
ST o
s IO ]
i P s o T A ADMa2
o zomgpn TP x
R i aatss i ) o
sei
i S st Yoz e
TN arron_| Toce || Aowaz P
O TREE J
S Gt
e e SEM Save e C -
I T # R0
\ ﬂ“ = = ®
1 7 S T e——py
oerm
e
R
PamRsom OT Sumo r EWR Dk Hal
pLn oz e | oem ]
o
o -
smez | LHILTITITTD
e | | 27 s e
souz
Ui I

Soau S

Lighig s Ao Chl

RESTE

sTHSD

Eqpaprmant Slann
stz

Phase 1
Ground & First
Floor Plans



School design

i ] Phase 1
2nd Floor Plan

ﬂ &

Sports Hall

L
o A




School design

Phase 1 & 2
Visualisation




Questions
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Community
Development

In North-West and West Cambridge
Nov 2025 — Feb 2026

by,
One Cambridge, fair for all VF
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What’s Been Happening?

* Welcome pack for Darwin Green new residents

On behalf of Cambridge City Council, Castle ward and the
local communities of Darwin Green we would like to say...

; : CAMBRIDGE
One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL




What’s Been Happening?

* Welcome pack for Darwin Green new residents
* Working alongside Darwin Green Resident Association

y DGRA Home Blog Knowledge Base About Contact - QL Search this site,

Darwin Green Residents’
Association

Championing local community, in Cambridge

Q We are here.

Darwin Green is a growing neighbourhood in the
north-west of Cambridge with a vibrant

community and an active residents’ association. o 5
Here are some of the actions we do: : g

+ Support and connect local residents

v Organise local events

+ Campaign for better amenities and services
+ Gather practical information for residents

v Collaborate with adjacent areas

- . . CAMBRIDGE
One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL
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What's Been Happening? .. ===

We I CO m e pa Ck fo r D a rWI n G ree n n eW res I d e n tS WEDNESDEMAYS: RHYME TIME, 9:38AM - 18:38AM TERM TIME
* Working alongside Darwin Green Resident Association W S e o e

THURSDAYS: FOOD TRUCKS, 5PM- BPM, THE PLAZA

* Supporting local residents and organisations to start New pProjects s s i

RSVP HELLORELENASAY.ORG

*  Programme of events in Darwin Green T p—

MOBILE LIBRARY
MONDAY 16 FEB 3PM-4:38PM

PARTNER LOGOS!
4 CAMBRIDGE COMMUNITY HOLIDAY LUNCH
{, SUSTAINABLE FOOD WEDNESDAY 18 FEB 12NOON - 2PM
<lenasy NORTH WEST AND COMMUNITY FORUM
THURSDAY 26 FEB 6PM
@ ®STOREY'S FIELD CENTRE

sl e FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
libraties SUZANNE JACKSON®CAMBRIDGE.GOV.UK

<lenasy

SAFER INTERNET
DAY 2026

Smart tech, safe choices — Exploring the
safe and responsible use of Al

Practical, open conversations for parents, carers, well-meaning
adults, and Al professionals on supporting young people to stay
safer online in an Al-driven world.

v Tuesday February 10, 2026

+ Darwin Green Community Rooms,
CB3 0UL

ViBpm-8pm . e

RSVP Website

Further Information
hello@elenasy.org www.elenasy.org

xa . . CAMBRIDGE
 roenreon “ERE% One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL

Proudly r"
supported: "N




REPORT Field Canire
TEDDINGTON S ol

Teddington is a low-cost community
event supporting Eddington families ) °

|
, with social connection, toys, and a
spacious, welcoming environment. It is
attended by over 20 families each
. quarter, with support from the

* Welcome pack for Darwin Green new residents e R e
* Working alongside Darwin Green Resident Association e
* Supporting local residents and organisations to start new projects gz " s,

place to see people and make

i

|
|

. . provides a safe, friendly venue with friendship with people around you’
. P f t D storage and room to grow. Most « Why it's good
ro g ra m m e O eve n S I n a rW I n re e n families live locally and walk to the “This is a safe space’
Centre, and they consistently rate the ‘Very welcoming useful group with

space highly. As children grow, families lots of toys for babies.’

* Local surveys to find out what you think 0 -

Community Well-Being: The weekly

baby and toddler group is highly valued For families with babies and toddlers

H for its regular play opportunities, :-ged:—s TR = )
- friendships, shared knowledge, and F'l:: caey:t’re . sSUamiatSloreye
Your Voice Matters! supportive relationships, contributing to ! N
the well-being of both children and =liperisessionisipaylbylcashioncard
caregivers. % EDDINGTON
RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION

A Survey of ages 11-19 years in and around
Darwin Green.

We want to hear from YOU about sports, activities,
and spaces in Darwin Green. Your ideas help us make
things better for young people. Not every idea can
hhappen right away, but they all help shape the
future.

When you submit this form, it will not
automatically collect your details like name and
email address unless you provide it yourself.

Sports & Activities

Did you know? There’s funding for a new Sports
Activator in your area! This person will help
choose and organize sports for young

people. Tell us:

1. What sports do you play now?
2. What sports would you love to try but
haven't yet? (Pick from the list or add your &

; : CAMBRIDGE
One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL



What’s Been Happening?

Welcome pack for Darwin Green new residents

Working alongside Darwin Green Resident Association
Supporting local residents and organisations to start new projects
Programme of events in Darwin Green

Local surveys to find out what you think

Holiday Lunches in Darwin Green and Eddington (organised by
New Life Church)

Public Living Room in Franklin Gardens

¥ ]

W

|

; : CAMBRIDGE
One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL



What’s Been Happening? |%---

e CLUB

* Welcome pack for Darwin Green new residents E
* Working alongside Darwin Green Resident Association YU
* Supporting local residents and organisations to start new projects *""i-'%
*  Programme of events in Darwin Green il ——
* Local surveys to find out what you think
* Holiday Lunches in Darwin Green and Eddington (organised by DRRWIN GREEN
: GCOMMUNITY FOGUS "€~

New Life Church) MEETING -u@u- ®
* Public Living Room in Franklin Gardens AN
* Lego Club in Storey’s Field Centre

Community Focus Meetings with Darwin Green Residents

; : CAMBRIDGE
One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL
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What’s New?

e \Walk and Talk and Arts Course
in Darwin Green

LY WALK & TALK
\ @ DARWIN GREEN

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBOURS FOR FRIENDPLY TWICE-MONTHLY
GATHERINGS FROM MARCH TO AUGUST 2026 (ADULTS ONLY). WE'LL
MEET INPOORS FIRST TQO CATCH UP AND GET READY BEFORE HEADING
OUT TO EXPLORE QUR LOCAL AREA TOGETHER. ACTIVITIES WILL BE
CO-CREATED BY THE GROUP AND MAY INCLUDE BREATHWORK,
RELAXATION, NATURE CRAFTS, AND LOCAL HISTORY WALKS.

MEETING PLACE: DARWIN GREEN COMMUNITY ROOMS
TUESDAY MORNINGS 10-12
DATES IN 2026:

- _ MARCH 17™
— ’ APRIL 7™ & 21°7
: MAY 5™ & 19™
JUNE 2" & 16™
JULY 7™ & 21°7

AUGUST 4T \

. ’ * - . |
' j:-,.ula. Feamaw

Guided Sketching Practice

Darwin Green Community Rooms, every Friday 27, § ~ :
from 6 March to 12 June, at 4 PM PR I .,/\,i
a4
==

CAMBRIDGE

One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL



What’s New?

New events in Darwin Green Community Rooms:

* Walk and Talk and Arts Course in Darwin Green

* Enabling Communities: Great British Spring Clean, 13t to the 29t
March. Borrow litter picking equipment — Storey’s Field Centre and
Darwin Green Community Centre

AN Love Where You Live

The Great British Spring Clean is the nation's biggest mass-action environmental campaign.
Since 2016, our army of millions of amazing Litter Heroes has shown they love where they live by
pledging to pick more than 4.5 million bags of litter.

s]=]l e The Great British Spring Clean and Great Big School Clean are back for 2026 and will take place
from 13 to 29 March 2026.

; : CAMBRIDGE
One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL




What’s New?

* Walk and Talk and Arts Course in Darwin Green
* Enabling Communities: Great British Spring Clean, 13t to the 29t
March. Borrow litter picking equipment — Storey’s Field Centre and

Darwin Green Community Centre P ——
* Summer Activity Grant is open —

« Up to £750 available for community groups, instructors and coaches in Cambridge City.

U o) to £750 available for commun |ty JrOUPS, 3 Fodingsuppons acies ot hlo young poopland s mve, play o connect s

mmmmmmm

instructors and coaches in Cambridge City, by . ey
closes 17 April

Don't miss out — apply now and help make this summer one to remember!

; : CAMBRIDGE
One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL



What’s New?

Walk and Talk and Arts Course in Darwin Green Active in Cambridge . /AREE\
* Enabling Communities: Great British Spring Clean, 13t to the 29t ¥
March. Borrow litter picking equipment — Storey’s Field Centre and
Darwin Green Community Centre
* Summer Activity Grant is open — Up to £750 available for
community groups, instructors and coaches in Cambridge City,
closes 17 April = el
* Sports Activator in Darwin Green — a new role for the summer! s -

CAMBRIDGE

One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL



Reminder!

* Coffee with a Cop in Dulcedo Coffee Shop
Is tomorrow at 10am!

_ “' Carol Leonard
Group expert - 20 February at 19:04 - @

As the Neighbourhood Watch Area Coordinator for the City, I'm happy to pass on
any issues to the Neighbourhood Paolice Team if anyone is unable to make this
event. You can let me know by emailing me on cambnhw@gmail.com

This Friday at 10:00
Coffee with a Cop

Dulcedo Coffee Shop Eddington
Shared to Darwin Green PLAZA

¢ Interested

CAMBRIDGE

One Cambridge, fair for all CITY COUNCIL



Contact details

Suzanne Jackson, Community Development Officer
Suzanne.Jackson@cambridge.gov.uk

Mobile 07590 822080

Julian Adams, Neighbourhood Manager
Julian.Adams@cambridge.gov.uk
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North West and West
Cambridge
Community Forum

A
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— Thursday 26 February 2026 ‘&
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CAMBRIDGE
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6:00

Welcome &
Introduction

Cllr Tumi Hawkins — South
Cambridgeshire District Council

6:05

General Planning
Update & Darwin
Green 2/3

Janine Richardson & Elisabeth
Glover, Great Cambridge Planning
Service (GCSP)

6:20

Darwin Green 1

Andrew Maclaren — Project
Manager, Barrat Redrow
John Shuttlewood — GCSP

6:50

Eddington & West
Cambridge

Biky Wan — Marketing Manager,
Cambridge University

7:10

Secondary Education
in Northwest
Cambridge

Rachel Pinion — Place Planning &
Education Capital Strategic
Manager, Cambridgeshire County
Council

7:35

7:45

Community Update

Sue Jackson — Community
Development, Cambridge City
Council

General Q&A




North West and West
Cambridge
Community Forum

CLOSE

Next Forum:
Thursday 11 June 2026

o




North West and West Cambridge Community Forum

Give us your forum feedback

The North West and West Cambridge Community Forum gives residents and community groups an opportunity to engage with the public sector and housing developers.
Our Forums happen in phases, and we normally have four Forums a year.

We want to continuously improve our Forums to make sure you can get the most out of them. If you want to give feedback on the Forum, click the button above and complete
the feedback form.

If you want to know more about upcoming Forum dates and agendas, or want to see information about previous forums, click the 'Find out more about the Northstowe Forum'
button below.

Find out more about the North West and West Cambridge Community Forum




North West and West
Cambridge
Cmmunity Forum Contact us:

northwest.cambridge@scambs.gov.uk

www.cambridge.gov.uk/community-forums
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engage.scambs.qov.uk/

engage.cambridge.qov.uk/
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