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(CCC) Funerals and Cremations

| would be most grateful if you would supply me with the following information.
The number of both funerals and cremations that you have on your records for
your authority for the years 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020. Could you please
provide an individual figure for each and a combined total.

Please provide the information in the form of a return email. If any of the questions
are not able to be answered please try to answer the others as fully as possible
and if possible, state the reason for the information not being available.

If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information
exceeding the cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide
advice and assistance, under the Section 16 obligations of the Act, as to how |
can refine my request.

Response

| can confirm that Cambridge City Council holds this information. The information
you have requested is being withheld because a number of exemptions apply.

Some of the information requested is available under open data and can be
accessed from our website at https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/open-data-
transparency-in-local-government. This information is exempt under section 21 of
the Freedom of Information Act. This is an absolute exemption. All information
published under open data is provided for re-use under the terms of the Open
Government Licence.

Information relating to the date of birth and maiden name of those given public
health funerals is exempt from disclosure by virtue of exemptions under section 22
and 31 of the Freedom of Information Act. Information relating to value of any
estate and the address of the deceased is exempt from disclosure under section
31 of the Freedom of Information Act.

Under section 22 of the Freedom of Information Act an exemption applies where
information requested is intended for publication at a future date. In the event of
referral of this estate to the Bona Vacantia Division of Treasury Solicitors Office
the details of the estate will be published via their Unclaimed Asset List which is
updated on a daily basis. This information; where it exists will be published as part
of this process.

Under section 31(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act, and exemption applies
where disclosure would be likely to prejudice the prevention or detection of crime.
Disclosure of information on the assets of estates of deceased individuals before
steps had been taken by the Treasury Solicitor to secure the assets could
interfere with the statutory function to collect bona vacantia (ownerless goods)
vested in the Crown and would provide an opportunity for criminal acts to be
committed, either through crimes against property, anti-social behaviour or identity
fraud. Cambridge is an area of high levels of identity fraud (CIFAS Fraudscape
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2020), publishing of excessive identifying information may add to the mosaic
effect of identification of individuals and could facilitate identity theft.

In applying these exemptions the council has taken into consideration the
information held relating to deceased persons and their estates, the reasons for
holding such information and the processes that the council undertakes in order to
carry out its duties. The council has a duty under the Public Health (Control of
Disease) Act 1984 to organise a funeral for persons who have died in their area
where it appears that no suitable arrangements have been made. The council is
also entitled to recover the costs of any funeral from the estate of the deceased.
The council will use the information available to trace those responsible for the
estate in order to recover these costs. In cases where there is a residual estate
and no next of kin details will be passed to the Treasury Solicitor in accordance
with their guidelines for referring Bona Vacantia Estates. At this point information
relating to the deceased’s estate will be made available to the public via the
Unclaimed Asset List.

The exemptions under section 22 and 31 are both subject to public interest, which
means that the council must consider the public interest arguments for and
against disclosure and decide whether or not to maintain the exemption in light of
these factors. There is an inherent interest within the Freedom of Information Act
that public disclosure promotes better government through transparency and
accountability. With specific reference to public health funeral information there is
also the view that disclosure of this information could assist the process of
identifying those who have an entitlement to the estates of the deceased.

There is also a strong public interest in maintaining these exemptions. The
process of public health burial and referral of estates to the Treasury Solicitor
allows time for the authority to trace next of kin or those with a responsibility for
the deceased. This also allows for estates to be secured, and can minimise risk of
crimes being carried out either against the estate or from theft of the deceased’s
identity. The public interest in favour of maintaining this exemption is concerned
primarily in prevention of crime and the efficient use of public resources by
reduction in crime.

In deciding where the balance of public interest lie in respect of these exemptions
is therefore to balance these factors. Given that there is already a process for the
identification of estates to the general population and the strong public interest in
the avoidance of crime and therefore the avoidance of public expense and
ensuring the efficient use of public resources the council feels that the balance of
public interest lies in the maintenance of the exemption.

| Further queries on this matter should be directed to foi@cambridge.gov.uk



mailto:foi@cambridge.gov.uk
mailto:foi@cambridge.gov.uk

