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(CCC) Land now forming St Matthews Piece  

1) Any and all details of the Conveyance(s) of December 1891 
regarding the acquisition of land now forming St Matthews Piece; 
(2)Any and all details of the documents or other transfer system 
used when the same land (St Matthews Piece) was gifted by the 
Cambridge Commons Committee to the Mayor of Cambridge in 
June 1898 

Response: 

I hope the following will answer your query: 

1. Any and all details of the Conveyance(s) of December 1891 regarding the 
acquisition of land now forming St Matthews Piece; 

We have made searches of our Legal Services miscellaneous document index 
and deed store and have not found any information in relation to this property. 

We also reviewed the council’s property terrier database and found some outline 
information relating to the parcels of land that make up St Matthews Piece and the 
surrounding areas. Additional information relating to these areas were also found 
in a response the council made to an FOI in 2014, which I have used as the basis 
of the information disclosed. 

There are 3 entries from the 19th century on the property terrier relating to land 
that make up St Matthew’s Piece and surrounding areas – these are marked on 
the attached maps and data held on the property terrier. 

F/DB00029 – purchased in 1891 

F/DB00034 – purchased 1892 

F/DB00057 – purchased 1898 

We have also made searches for the file reference RWC/PR/SA/1/42 (marked as 
Covenant on the attached map). This file reference is for a legal file which was 
destroyed in 2018 in line with the council’s retention schedule. The notes on the 
council’s property terrier state “NOT CITY OWNED BUT THERE IS A COVENANT 
PREVENTING ANY DEVELOPMENT ON THIS OPEN SPACE Ref: 
RWC/PR/SA/1/42”  

As the original parcel of land that makes up St Matthews Piece was split between 
the open space and the land on which the Howard Mallet Centre was built when 
the northern section was acquired by Cambridgeshire County Council you may 
wish to request whether any information relating to the land is held by them. Their 
FOI team can be contacted at foi@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 
 
2. Any and all details of the documents or other transfer system used when the  
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same land (St Matthews Piece) was gifted by the Cambridge Commons 
Committee to the Mayor of Cambridge in June 1898 

In all of the searches outlined above we have not found any reference to the 
above. This information may have been deposited at the Cambridgeshire County 
Archive. A number of documents relating to the proceedings of the Council and 
some committees from the mid-19th century to the 1940s are held by the 
Cambridgeshire County Archive 

Details of the County Archives catalogue and arrangements for visiting the archive 
are available on their website, 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/archives  

 
 

 Further queries on this matter should be directed to foi@cambridge.gov.uk 
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