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Contents 
 

1.  Introduction 
2.  Summary of changes between Census 
3.  What do people think about living in Cambridge 
4.  Migration 
5.  Length of stay 
6.  Country of birth 
7.  National identity of residents 
8.  National identity of short-term residents  
9.  National identity of students 
10. Ethnicity 
11. Ethnicity by ward 
12. Households by ward 
13. Places of work and wages 
14. Land Use 
15. Tenure 
16. Languages spoken in households 
17. Religion and belief 
18. Gender 
19. Age structure 
20. Age structure at ward level  
21. Long-term limiting illness 
22. Population Estimates and Projections 
23. Benefit claimants and households 
24. Welfare Reform 
25. LG Inform Value for Money Profile for Cambridge 
26. Local Economic Assessment 
27. Centre for Cities Portrait 
28. NOMIS Labour Market Headlines 
29. Data sources 

 



2 
 

1. Introduction  
 

This paper started out as a review of Census 2011 data releases 

but has since developed into a bit of a “holding area” for data 

showing the diverse and dynamic place that is Cambridge. It will 

be updated, with hopefully interesting “snippets” from time to time, 

so please revisit it – you never know what you might find!   

 

2.  Main changes between Census and after 
 

• Between 2001 and 2011 Cambridge grew by 15,000 people 

or 13.8%, to an estimated 123,900 people on 2011 Census 
Day. 

• The Census based Mid-Year Estimate (MYE) ONS mid-year 

estimate for 2016 for Cambridge is 131,799 people 

incorporating a new approach to measuring migration. 

• The number of households in Cambridge increased by 4,042 

or 8.6% between 2001 and 2011 to 46,714 households. 

• The Research Group’s household estimate for 2016 is 

52,120 households 

• Castle ward’s population grew by 35% between 2001 and 

2011 (including new boundary) and Market ward’s population 

decreased by 4.8%.  

• Petersfield ward had the highest density of people per 

hectare at 79 people in 2011 and Trumpington ward the 

lowest at 11 people. 

• Between 2013 and 2016 Trumpington ward’s population 

grew by just over 30% or nearly 3,000 people. 
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3. What do people think about living in Cambridge 
 
 

The Council’s Residents’ Survey in 2016 revisited some of the 

questions about place included in the 2008 Place Survey. It was 

found that: 

 

• Almost nine in ten (89%) residents are satisfied with their 

local area as a place to live. This compares closely to the 

results of the 2008 Place Survey at 87%. 

 

• Almost two-thirds (63%) of residents indicated they feel 

strongly that they belong to their local area. This compares to 

the 2008 Place Survey finding of 48%, showing a 

considerable positive increase this year. 

 

• Conversely, when asked whether they agree or disagree that 

 their area is a place where people from different ethnic 

 backgrounds get on well together, fewer residents agree 

 (78%) this year compared to the 86% in agreement in the 

 2008 Place Survey. 
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4. Migration 
 
People are drawn to Cambridge because it has an international 

reputation as a centre for academic excellence and research and 

has a thriving high-tech sector. The economic success contributes 

to a high jobs density in the City but has also led to a high cost of 

living and low housing affordability. According to the last Place 

Survey people say they enjoy living in Cambridge and generally 

get on well together.   

 

• The number of migrants thought to be coming in each year to 

Cambridge in 2011 is 18,000 people (international and 

internal).  

• 19,000 people are said to have left Cambridge in 2011. 

• Before a change in approach to assessing migration it was 

thought that 40,000 people migrated to Cambridge each 

year. 

 

Recent Home Office research, Social and Public Service Impacts 

of International Migration at the Local Level (Research Report 72), 

has placed Cambridge’s migration characteristics into a cluster 

with other local authorities with similar high migration rates and 

population churn. An extract of this report, describing the cluster, 

can be seen on the following page.
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Origin and destination of migrants by age (broad grouped) by sex: 

All usual residents who were living at a different address one year 

ago. 
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5. Length of stay 
 

• Just over a fifth of the City’s electoral register (92,000 people 

in 2011) changes each year, indicating a substantial 

churning in our population. 

• At the time of the Census just over 7% of Cambridge’s 

population had been resident for less than 2 years and an 

additional 7% had been resident for under 5 years. 

• In Newnham ward 15% of its population had been resident 

for under 2 years compared to 4% in Cherry Hinton ward. 

• The following maps show the Length of residence for the Out 

of Term-Time Population, so hopefully exclude the student 

population. They show that North-East areas of the City have 

a more stable population. 
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6. Country of birth 

 

• The number of people born in England and resident in 

Cambridge (2011) has remained at nearly the same number 

(82,900 people) since 2001. 

• A third of people (33.1% or 46,100 people) resident in the 

City were born outside of England compared to just under a 

quarter of people (23.9% or 26,100 people) in 2001. 

• The proportion of people from the EU has doubled to nearly 

8% of our population and is now 13,117 people. 
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• People from other countries (non-EU) increased by nearly a 

third since 2001 to just under 18% of our population or 

22,083 people in 2011. 

• In Newnham ward 25% of its population or 1,955 people 

were born outside of Britain and the EU. 

• East Chesterton ward had the lowest non-British born 

population at 14% or 1,297 people. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estimates of Country of Birth, Annual Population Survey 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/publications/re-reference-tables.html?edition=tcm%3A77-376534 

 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/publications/re-reference-tables.html?edition=tcm%3A77-376534
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Concentration of Non-UK born population 
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7. Nationality of residents 
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8. Nationality of short-term residents 
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9. Nationality of students 
 
It can be seen from the table below that student’s, shown in “red”, 
make-up a high proportion of residents expressing German, 
Chinese and US national identities. 
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10. Ethnicity 
 
2011 Census shows that Cambridge continues to be one of the 

most diverse places in the country, outside of London, with an 

increasing proportion of its population made up of ethnic groups 

that are not white.  

 

• The total “non-white” population is 21,000 people or 17.5% of 

the total population, which is an increase of 10,166 or 88% of 

this group since 2001. 

• There has been an increase across all “non-white” ethnic 

groups, although some starting from a relatively low base in 

2001, with the largest group in 2011 being Chinese at 4,454 

people or 3.6% of the total population, followed by Asian or 

Asian British – Indian at 3,413 or 3.4%.   

• The total “white-British” population is 81,742 or 66% of the 

total population, which is a decrease of 3,730 people or –

4.4% of this group since 2001. 

• The group that has seen the largest increase in number 

since 2001 is the “white – other” group, which increased by 

8,402 people or 82.5% to 18,587 people or 15% of the total 

population in 2011. 
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Ethnicity by Occupation Groups 

 

Map 1: All Ethnic Groups (6-9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 2: White Other Ethnic Group (6-9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 3: Non-White Ethnic Groups (6-9) 
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11. Ethnicity by ward 
 

• Newnham ward has the lowest proportion of people who 

categorise themselves as White/British at nearly 60% of its 

population or 4,694 people. The ward also has the highest 

White Other proportion of its population at 19.6% or 1,539 

people.  

• East Chesterton has the highest proportion in the 

White/British category at 70% or 6,590 people. 

• Cherry Hinton has the largest number of British Indian 

people as a proportion of its population at 5.6% or 488 

people. 

• Arbury ward has the largest number of British Bangladeshi 

people as a proportion of its population at 4.4% or 398 

people. 

• Castle ward has the largest number of British Chinese 

people as a proportion of its population at 6.5% or 640 

people. 

• The following maps show the distribution and concentration 

of our larger ethnic groups. It is interesting to compare the 

length of residency maps and the concentrations of ethnic 

groups, which implies that some groups, such as “Chinese”, 

do not have a longer-term residency and rapidly turnover, 

reducing connections with place. 
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• The following charts show the make-up of wards by ethnicity 
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12. Households by ward  
 

• Abbey ward has the largest number of households at 4,106 

and Market ward the lowest at 1,661.  

• Trumpington ward saw the largest increase in households of 

24% from 2001, to 3,472 in total in 2011. Market ward saw a 

decrease in its households of 9%. 

• Kings Hedges ward has the largest number of single non-

pensioner households at 976 or 25% of its households whilst 

Petersfield ward had the highest proportion at 28% or 948 

households. 

• Newnham ward had the lowest number of single non-

pensioner households at 295. 

• See page 35 for the 2013 ward estimates   

 
13. Places of work and wages 

• The total number of people at places of work identified in 
Cambridge is 84,617, occupied by 33,839 people who live in 
the city. Therefore 40% of Cambridge employment is filled by 
people who live in the city and 60% of Cambridge 
employment or 50,778 people who live outside the city.   

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/rf04aew 

 

• For people that live in Cambridge 59,865 have jobs. 26,026 
commute outside of Cambridge or 44% to places of work. 

• In Cambridge 45% of the managerial and professional jobs 
(1 to 3) are occupied by people living outside of Cambridge. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/rf04aew
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• In Cambridge 34% of the non-managerial and professional 
jobs are occupied by people living outside of Cambridge.  

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/dc7607ewla 

Travel To Work Areas (TTFA) 

Cambridge TTWA has increased in size from under 200,000 jobs 
in 2001 to over 350,000 in 2011 – partly by absorbing most of the 
former Harlow & Bishops Stortford TTWA in the process – so it 
now abuts London.  

This runs contrary to the London affect, which tends to fragment 
the containment of the TTWAs around it to below the 75% marker, 
with large numbers of people traveling into London to work, 
reflecting the dynamism of the London economy. In 2011 TTWAs 
continued the trend of an increasing concentration and size of local 
labour markets. Overall the number of areas is down to 228 – a fall 
of 15 since 2001, and a massive 91 (27%) since 1981. At the 
same time, average size of TTWAs has risen by over 40% – from 
92,000 jobs in 2001 to around 130,000 per area a decade later. 

 

 
 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/dc7607ewla
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CACI assessed household income by £5k band 
 
 

 
 
 
14. Land Use 2017 
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15. Tenure 
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16. Languages spoken in households 
 

2011 Census identified languages spoken in households.  

 

• Just over 10% of households (or 4,917 households) in 

Cambridge contain “no people” who speak English as a main 

language. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cambridge household languages

No people aged 
16 and over in 
household but 
at least one 

person aged 3 
to 15 has 

English as a 
main language

1%

No people in 
household have 

English as a 
main language

11%

At least one but 
not all people 
aged 16 and 

over in 
household have 

English as a 
main language

9%
All people aged 
16 and over in 

household have 
English as a 

main language
79%
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17. Religion or Belief 
 

2011 Census identified the religion or belief of respondents. 

 

• The religion with the highest proportion of followers in 

Cambridge is still Christianity, although this has shrunk by 

just over 10% since 2001.  
Back to Contents page 
• Cambridge remains among the districts with the highest 

proportions of people stating that they have “no religion” in 

the country.  

• The Muslim religion has seen an increase, just over one and 

half since 2001 (or 159%) with 4,897 people in 2011. 

 

18. Gender 
 
According to 2011 Census, there were 103.5 males to every 100 

females resident in Cambridge, which is higher than the national 

average.  
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19..Age Structure 

 

2011 Census, early releases, shows the age of respondents 

Cambridge wide.  

 

• The median age of people resident in Cambridge is thirty-

one, one of the lowest medians for a local authority 

population in the country.  

• Cambridge’s age structure differs significantly from the other 

districts in Cambridgeshire and nationally. 

• Over half of Cambridge’s population continues to be between 

15-44 years of age. 

• This is primarily due to its large student population with 

around 25,000 people attending Cambridge’s universities.  

• The “age bulge” represents the highest proportion of 15-24 

and 25-44 year olds in Cambridgeshire.  

• The “age bulge” has the effect of reducing other age groups 

as a proportion of the total population in Cambridge – so we 

have the lowest proportion of 0-14’s and residents older than 

45 years of age in Cambridgeshire.  

• The proportion of people in each age band is fairly similar for 

Cambridge between 2001 and 2011 Census, with a slight 

growth in 0-4 year olds. 

• Whilst the proportion of people over 65 has reduced since 

2001, from 131% to 11.8%, the overall number has remained 

about the same at 14,500 people in 2012. 

• The stable older population is contrary to the wider trend in 

Cambridgeshire and nationally of an increasing  “aging 
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population”. In Cambridge, however, the number of the very 

elderly (85 years plus) has grown in number, from 2,100 to 

2,700 over the ten-year period. 
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20. Age structure at ward level 
 

•  Abbey ward has the largest 0-19 year old population at 

2,325 (23.5% proportion) people, an increase of nearly 15% 

since 2001. 

• Castle ward saw the greatest increase in the proportion of its 

0-19 year old population since 2001, rising by 48% to 2,195 

people. Castle ward saw a decrease of 4% over the same 

time period.  

• West Chesterton had the lowest number of 0-19 year olds at 

1,596 or 21% of its population, a decrease of nearly 1% 

since 2001. 

• Romsey ward had the largest 20-64 year old population at 

6,870 (74% proportion) people, an increase of 19% since 

2011. 

• Coleridge saw the largest growth in its 20-64 year olds at 

37% since 2001 to 5,982 people. 

• Queen Ediths ward has the largest number of people 65 

years and older at 1,423 or nearly 16% of its population. This 

is an increase of 1.5% since 2001. 

• West Chesterton saw an increase of 20% in its population of 

65 years and older to 1,310 people since 2001. 

• Coleridge ward saw a decrease in its population of 65 years 

and older since 2001 to 1,213.  
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Age Structure (Older People) 
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21. Long-term Limiting Illness  
 
 

•  13% of Cambridge’s residents or 16,064 people said they 

had a long-term activity-limiting illness in 2011 Census 

compared to 14,945 people or 13.7% in 2001 

• Kings Hedges ward had the largest number of people who 

reported a long-term activity-limiting illness 17% of its 

population or 1,555 people. 

• Market ward had the lowest proportion of its population 

reporting a long-term activity-limiting illness at 7.4% or 530 

people. 

 
22. Population estimates and projections 
 

There are two different approaches used to assess our future 

population. The ONS projections look at present trends, including 

administrative data, and rolls them forward, without taking into 

account our planned growth. The other, County Research Group’s 

population forecasts takes into account planned growth and other 

factors. 
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County Research Group Forecasts 
Incorporating new houses built and natural changes 
 

 

 
 



46 
 



47 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ONS Ward population estimates for 2016 to 2014 
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23. Health  
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21.  
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24. 2016 Welfare Reform: Spare Room Subsidy 

464 households (Council as landlord) were affected by the Spare 
Room Subsidy. This represents 6.35% of households renting from 
the Council. 223 Housing Association households were similarly 
affected. Just over 8,500 households in Cambridge have “live” 
registrations with “Home-Link”. As of January 2014 there were 
1,849 live and un-housed applicants. Only a small proportion of 
people registered (less than 3%) are housed with Cambridge City 
Council.   

2016 
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25 LG Inform Value for Money Profile for Cambridge 
 



56 
 

26. Summary Local Economic Assessment (Refreshed for 
2013) 
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27. Centre for Cities Outlook Report 2017 
 
Continuing high relative population growth… 

 
 
Relatively high GVA… 
 

 
 
Highest patent applications… 
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Lowest claimant count (probably due to large number of 
people of a working age reducing the claimant proportion)… 

 
 
 
Place with highest level of qualifications… 

 
 
And people with fewer qualifications… 
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Relatively high workplace wages… 

 
 
And the least “equal” city 

 
 

 
Highest housing stock growth…. 
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And low levels of affordability… 

 
 
A relatively high level of digital connectivity… 
 
 

 
 
 
Full report at: 
http://www.centreforcities.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/01/Cities-Outlook-2017-Web.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.centreforcities.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Cities-Outlook-2017-Web.pdf
http://www.centreforcities.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Cities-Outlook-2017-Web.pdf
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29. Sources 
 
If you would like to look at sources of the above data please go to: 

• http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/detailed_characteristics 
• Cambridgeshire Atlas  
• Census 2011 http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-

census/population-and-household-estimates-for-england-and-
wales/stb-e-w.html 

• Health Profiles 
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=HP_LOCALHEALTH2012 

• Cambridge Labour Market 
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/2038431840/report.aspx?to
wn=cambridge#tabvat 

• Cambridgeshire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 
http://www.cambridgeshirejsna.org.uk/ 

• Neighbourhood Statistics  
• Audit Commission Area Profiles  
• One Place: Performance Indicators for Cambridgeshire  
• Cambridgeshire County Research Group  
• Cambridge Labour Market Profile  
• Eastern Region Public Health Observatory  
• Insight East (formerly East of England Observatory)  

 
 
 
 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/detailed_characteristics
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/NR/exeres/4F74C681-5132-4BE5-B265-43A6446011CB.htm
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/population-and-household-estimates-for-england-and-wales/stb-e-w.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/population-and-household-estimates-for-england-and-wales/stb-e-w.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/population-and-household-estimates-for-england-and-wales/stb-e-w.html
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=HP_LOCALHEALTH2012
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/2038431840/report.aspx?town=cambridge#tabvat
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/2038431840/report.aspx?town=cambridge#tabvat
http://www.cambridgeshirejsna.org.uk/
http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadHome.do;jsessionid=ac1f930cce6ab1314ac08b24a40aac7d5be70d92621.e38Qa3mPbh4Kai0LaxmRaxmTc38Ne6fznA5Pp7ftolbGmkTy?bhcp=1
http://www.areaprofiles.audit-commission.gov.uk/%28uvbzib3qpqbspt55f2ifnw55%29/StaticPage.aspx?info=25&menu=56&refer=http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/
http://oneplace.direct.gov.uk/infobyarea/region/area/areaperformanceindicators/pages/default.aspx?area=324&region=50&Gkey=282VqIaaVSLEuGfwHXVPCZzUHauH6K0N9hAWxltm8wzPIaGH0Mopsw%3d%3d&GEARSEntId=2694-AC
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/research/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/2038431840/report.aspx
http://www.erpho.org.uk/viewResource.aspx?id=14499
http://www.insighteast.org.uk/
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