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MARKET SQUARE RESIDENT - ROLAND – 4.22am 30 MAY 2022

MEETING OBJECTIVES:
To provide an overview of the work to date to 
understand the historical development of Market 
Square from the late 19th Century with particular 
focus on the Leicester Pink Granite Setts and the 
remains of the 1850’s Fountain.

To outline the extent of alteration and disturbance of 
the setts, drawing on the Oxford Archaeology Report 
and Photogrammetry model.

To outline the structural condition of the fountain, 
comparing the stonework recorded during the works 
in 2000-02 to the current stonework.

Finally, to confirm the next steps being considered by 
Cambridge City Council based on recommendations 
from Wright Consulting. 

Agenda 

 Introduction

 Historical Development

 Sett Type & Bonding

 Extent of Alteration

 Stat Services access & capacity

 Fountain – Condition & Repair

 Discussion
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1888 Ordnance Survey Map – note the regimented 
lighting.  The underground lavatories were not in 
existence at this time.

Extract From 1927 Ordnance Survey. The lavatories 
are now in situ, but the present Guildhall and 
Market Hill Buildings have not yet been built (south 
and north of the market respectively).

Historic Development Of Market. Extract from 
‘Cambridge Described and Illustrated’  by T D 
Atkinson (1897) showing historical development 
of Cambridge Market Square and its features over 
time.  Note how different produce had specific 
markets spread out over a much wider area.

Drainage channels survive in the sett work though are 
not specifically mentioned in the listing.  Generally, they 
run north to south and there are clear Vs at the south and 
north end to channel run off.  These appear to have been 
interrupted in places in the SE and NW corners, all along 
the western side of the market and in the central area 
around the fountain.

It seems likely that the drainage channels reflected 
the original proportions and form of stalls which may 
themselves have been a product of the original market 

layout prior to the 1849 fire when it was a long, thin space 
on the east side of the present market.

The list description similarly makes no mention of 
the sett patterns.  A full and detailed survey of these is 
required as the ‘mosaic’ is far more complex than it would 
first appear.  The setts are in fact a mixture of broadly 
square and more rectangular setts.  Generally they are 
laid in a staggered bond though there are (presumably 
repaired) areas where they are stack bonded.  The setts 
change direction in places or are separated into panels by 

rectangular sets laid at right angles.  Drainage channels 
are generally created by dished rows of setts laid at right 
angles to the main bond, but similar areas do not appear 
to be for drainage.  

It is similarly not clear if the setts are all from one source 
or (as is more likely) other setts have been mixed in as 
repairs have taken place.  Whilst some areas of repair are 
obvious (with the use of hard cement mortar in places) it 
is hard to be clear what the original binding material was 
(and consequently how easy it will be to lift the setts).

Heritage Significance
The heritage significance of the market square surfacing 
is described in the listing as being as it is an early 
surviving area of historic paving, using granite setts 
and as part of the ensemble of historic street furniture at 
the civic heart of the City.  As noted, the list description 
recognises the areas where the setts have been lost and 
specifically excludes the subterranean former lavatories.
In general terms, the market place surfacing is therefore 
of high heritage significance.  The later areas of concrete 
or asphalt in contrast are of little heritage significance 
and resurfacing them in setts would be a clear heritage 
benefit.  The area above the lavatories is however 
considered further below.

From the list description, an important part of the 
market surface’s heritage interest is as an holistic entity 
– a large area paved with granite setts, at the heart of the 
city’s commercial core and with the ornate fountain and 
railings demonstrating civic pride in the area.  Making 
it function better as a market and civic space in general 
terms would enhance its significance, and would be 
another phase in the place’s evolution to respond to the 
needs of citizens.  The need for adaptation today stems 
from many years of piecemeal changes to both the way 
the market functions and society’s expectations of it 
rather than a single cataclysmic event such as the 1849 
fire.

Now the surface is listed, its fabric too has importance 
however.  The surfacing is not one uniform plateau. We 
cannot be sure if it ever was.  What is clear though is 
that in 165 years it has had to adapt to changing needs, 
it has been used and abused, repaired and altered. Even 
the most sensitive restoration, which maximises the 
opportunities for enhancement needs to be based on an 
agreed strategy about what, in all probability, the original 
surface pattern was and which, if any, of the subsequent 
later changes are of heritage interest in themselves 
because they reflect key moments in the market’s history.  
To enable this to happen, an accurate survey is needed.
In the absence of an accurate survey of the whole 
surfaced area, which is detailed enough to identify the 
patterns of setts, any changes in material and size and 
the binding material, it is impossible to identify which 
parts of the surface have been altered and therefore 
where relaying them to the original pattern would be 
an opportunity for enhancing the heritage significance.  
This needs to be provided before a detailed proposal is 
drawn up.  Without this, only the following general 
principles can be advanced.

1. The relaying of poorly altered areas of setts to 
the original pattern would enhance the heritage 
significance.
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Context3.0
3.1 Cambridge Market Square: Changes Over Time

The	Cambridge	market	was	founded	in	Saxon	times	and	continued	to	
grow	through	to	the	Middle	Ages.	As	an	important	trading	hub,	largely	
due	to	the	River	Cam,	Cambridge	was	an	important	centre	for	East	Anglia.	
Stourbridge	Fair,	which	became	one	of	the	biggest	fairs	in	England,	was	
located	on	the	banks	of	the	River	Cam	due	to	its	strategic	location,	being	
accessible	by	river	and	by	being	close	to	the	city.	The	legacy	of	the	market	
and	the	Guildhall	stems	from	this	growth	in	trade,	which	principally	
emerged	through	local	need	and	custom.	In	1201,	through	Royal	Charter,	
Cambridge’s	Guild	Merchant	was	confirmed	and	in	1207	the	Charter	of	
King	John	granted	Cambridge	the	right	to	elect	a	mayor,	giving	Cambridge	
relative	independence	for	trade	and	control	of	goods.

Various	items	were	sold	in	the	market,	such	as	fruit	and	vegetables,	fish,	
fabric	and	hot	food,	and	this	market	trading	is	still	the	same	today.	Streets	
were	often	named	after	the	goods	that	were	sold	there,	for	example	“Peas	
Hill”,	‘Peas’	is	a	corruption	of	the	Latin	‘pisces’,	meaning	fish.

The	market	was	an	important	place	for	the	Jewish	community	in	the	
1100s,	who	had	dwellings	located	where	the	Guildhall	is	now,	and	
importantly	had	a	Synagogue	on	this	site	where	they	lived	and	worked.	
The	Edict	of	Expulsion	issued	by	King	Edward	I	in	July	1290	expelled	Jewish	
people	from	the	Kingdom	of	England,	resulting	in	a	significant	change	to	
Market	Square.	The	site	became	a	Tollbooth	and	a	Gaol	for	the	market	
traders,	after	which	a	building	was	erected	for	the	Council	that	is	the	
Guildhall	today.

Due	to	the	importance	of	the	market	almost	all	of	the	town’s	most	
significant	civic	buildings	were	located	around	the	square.	These	included	
Great	St	Mary’s	Church,	the	Guildhall	and	the	Gaol.	The	market	was	
now	the	centre	of	the	city,	becoming	a	space	of	trading,	civic	uses,	
announcements	and	justice.	Queen	Mary	I	ordered	that	the	leading	
Protestants	of	Cambridge	be	burnt	at	the	stake	in	the	marketplace.

Before	1849,	due	to	the	street	pattern	of	the	day,	Cambridge	market	was	
orientated	in	an	L-shape	stretching	from	Petty	Cury	to	the	northern	end	
of	Peas	Hill.	This	was	due	to	two	rows	of	terraces,	running	north	to	south,	
being	located	where	the	market	stands	today.	By	1688	these	terraces	
had	evolved	into	more	developed	city	blocks	and	this	evolution	can	be	
seen	in	the	1575	and	1688	maps	of	the	area.	In	1849	the	‘Great	Fire	of	
Cambridge’	resulted	in	many	of	these	surrounding	buildings	becoming	
damaged	or	destroyed,	the	legacy	of	which	is	the	configuration	of	space	
seen	today.

1841,	Frederick	Mackenzie
Illustration	of	the	market	with	the	Hobson’s	Conduit.
View	from	the	eastern	side	of	Market	Place.

1905,	Historic	photograph	of	the	Market	Place	and	the	current	fountain	
with	its	original	stone	canopy.	View	from	the	Guildhall.

1575,	Extract	from	Brown	Hogenberg	map 1688,	Extract	from	David	Loggan	map
Map	of	Cambridge	with	the	previous	Market	Place	layout	and	the	first	
fountain	location	resulting	from	the	Hobson’s	Conduit.

1921,	Historic	photograph	of	the	Market	Place	free	of	stalls.	The	image	
show	the	current	fountain	with	its	original	stone	canopy.

1960,	Historic	photograph	of	the	Market	Place	where	stalls	and	vehicles	
were	part	of	the	market	landscape.	View	from	the	Guildhall.
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Any discrepancies to be reported to the Contract Administrator before any
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NOTES

Do not scale from this drawing, use figured dimensions only.

All dimensions to be checked on site.

All drawings to be read in conjunction with other contract documentation.

Any discrepancies to be reported to the Contract Administrator before any

work commences.
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Sett Repair Considerations (not exhaustive):

1. Historical development – understand, maintain and repair

2. Square Use – Load carrying capacity of setts, alignment and drainage, 
stall installation & layout

3. Slip, trip and falls – surface, alignment, level, moisture, holes etc

4. Statutory Services – Access, maintenance, repair and alteration

5. Surface Water Drainage – Inadequate for current rainfall without any 
future FRA allowances

6. Underground Voids – condition, capacity and reuse - archaeology

7. Fountain – repair and use

8. Respecting the past and repairing for the future – incorporating security, 
structural & service capacity and environmental health needs
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