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Summary: September 2022 

14,000 new homes are required in Cambridge City 2011 to 2031; 33,500 across 

Greater Cambridge (Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire) as a whole. 

314 new affordable homes to rent are needed in Cambridge per annum 2020 to 

2030; 719 per annum across Greater Cambridge. 

There were 417 net housing completions (market and affordable) in Cambridge City 

in 2020 to 2021; and 1,752 across Greater Cambridge.  

There were 51 net affordable housing completions in Cambridge City 2020 to 2021; 

and 362 across Greater Cambridge  

Cambridge City Council completed 70 new affordable council homes in 2021 to 

2022 and 269 in the last 5 years.  

See data tables below for more detailed information 

 

Commentary  

• With a strong economy and high demand for housing there is a significant 

need for new homes to be built locally.  

 

• The need for affordable housing is also acute, with house price to income 

ratios remaining very high by historical standards. Both Cambridge City and 

South Cambridgeshire District Council require provision of 40% affordable 

housing on new developments of 10 or more dwelling in line with the National 

Planning Policy Framework.  

 

• Housing delivery locally has been strong over recent years, with delivery over 

the last three years in both Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire exceeding 

levels required by the National Planning Policy Framework (as measured by 

the government’s Housing Delivery Test.) 

https://councilanywhereorg.sharepoint.com/sites/CCC_Housing_Performance_Data_Collectors/Shared%20Documents/Housing%20Key%20Facts/Key%20Facts%20SEPTEMBER%20REPORT/Lower%20levels%20of%20completions%20in%20Cambridge%20City%20in%20proportion%20to%20completions%20across%20Greater%20Cambridge%20as%20a%20whole%20partly%20reflects%20the%20build-out%20pattern%20on%20large-scale%20developments%20on%20the%20edge%20of%20Cambridge,%20with%20higher%20levels%20of%20completions%20within%20Cambridge%20City%20during%20the%20earlier%20phases%20of%20those%20developments.
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• Figures over the last few years show lower levels of completions in 

Cambridge City in proportion to those across Greater Cambridge as a whole. 

This generally reflects the build-out pattern on large-scale developments on 

the edge of Cambridge, with higher levels of completions within Cambridge 

City having taken place during the earlier phases of those developments.  

 

• Much of the delivery on sites on the edges of Cambridge has been through 

Private Registered Providers but Cambridge City Council also has its own 

development programme.  

 

• The main focus of the council’s programme is on delivering affordable 

housing, although it has also brought forward some market housing as part of 

mixed developments. The initial aim was to deliver at least 500 homes with 

grant from the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority. Starts 

on-site have now exceeded this number providing high quality homes with 

high levels of energy efficiency. A further programme for 1,000 homes has 

been approved, including a pilot scheme to deliver homes to zero carbon 

Passivhaus standards.  

 

• It remains to be seen what the current economic crisis, including inflationary 

pressures and mortgage rate increases will have on housing delivery going 

forward.  

 

• A number of factors, including government plans for an additional national cap 

on social housing rent rises due to higher than expected inflation, and yet-to-

be-decided public spending cuts may further affect the delivery of affordable 

housing. 
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Explanation 

This section of Housing Key Facts shows: 

• How many homes are needed to be delivered in Cambridge, South 

Cambridgeshire and the two areas as a whole (Greater Cambridge).   

• How many social and affordable rent homes are needed to be delivered per 

annum in Cambridge, South Cambridgeshire and Greater Cambridge as a 

whole. (The timescales do not quite tie up with the overall number of homes 

needed as the two figures are from different sources). 

• How many homes have been delivered locally over the last five years for 

which data is available, over the same area.   

• The number of new affordable homes completed over the last five years 

through the council’s house building programme, and the number projected to 

be completed in the current financial year. 
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Note that council house completions will also be included in the data on overall 

numbers of homes delivered, although because the methodologies are different 

completions may be accounted for in different years.  

 

Caution 

Backdated changes are occasionally made to some data. Please use the most up to 

date version available.  

 

Data sources  

Overall number of homes needed comes from the Cambridge Local Plan 2018 and 

the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2018. 

The number of affordable homes needed comes from research evidence used to 

support the development of the emerging Greater Cambridge Local Plan GL Hearn, 

Housing Needs of Specific Groups, Cambridgeshire & West Suffolk, October 2021. 

Numbers of market and affordable homes delivered are from the latest Greater 

Cambridge Housing Trajectory and Five Year Housing Land Supply report. 

The number of new council homes delivered and projected is from internal data.  

 

New homes needed 

Table 1: Number of new homes needed, 2011 to 2031 

 

Location Homes required  

Cambridge 14,000 

South Cambridgeshire 19,500 

Total: Greater Cambridge 33,500 

 

https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/media/6890/local-plan-2018.pdf
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/17793/south-cambridgeshire-adopted-local-plan-2018.pdf
https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/CWS-Housing-Needs-of-Specific-Groups-Oct21.pdf
https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/CWS-Housing-Needs-of-Specific-Groups-Oct21.pdf
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/current-plans-and-guidance/monitoring-delivery-in-greater-cambridge/
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/current-plans-and-guidance/monitoring-delivery-in-greater-cambridge/
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Table 2: Number of new affordable homes to rent needed per annum, 2020 to 

2030  

 

Location Social/Affordable Rent 
Homes required per annum 
2020 to 2030 

Cambridge 314 

South Cambridgeshire 435 

Total: Greater 
Cambridge 

749 

 

 

Delivering new homes 

Table 3: Total net housing completions, market and affordable, Cambridge, 

last five years  

 

Cambridge, 
year 

Market Affordable Total 

2020-2021 366 51 417 

2019-2020 261 199 460 

2018-2019 523 345 868 

2017-2018 445 667 1,112 

2016-2017 725 458 1,183 

5 year total 2,320 1,720 4,040 
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Chart 1: Total net housing completions, market & affordable, Cambridge City, 

last five years 

 

 

Note that although the number of homes delivered in Cambridge City has dropped 

over five years it has remained relatively stable over Greater Cambridge as a whole. 

This is partly because more homes were planned to come forward in Cambridge City 

than in South Cambridgeshire during the earlier phases of large-scale urban fringe 

developments, with completions in South Cambridgeshire coming forward later. 

Table 4: Total net housing completions, market & affordable, South 

Cambridgeshire, last five years  

 

South 
Cambridgeshire, 
year 

Market Affordable Total 

2020-2021 1,024 311 1,335 

2019-2020 728 379 1,107 

2018-2019 811 341 1,152 

2017-2018 557 180 737 

2016-2017 435 116 551 

5 year total 3,555 1,327 4,882 
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Chart 2: Total net housing completions, market & affordable, South 

Cambridgeshire, last five years  

 

Table 5: Total net housing completions, market and affordable, Greater 

Cambridge, last five years  

 

Greater 
Cambridge, 
year 

Market Affordable Total 

2020-2021 1,390 362 1,752 

2019-2020 989 578 1,567 

2018-2019 1,334 686 2,020 

2017-2018 1,002 847 1,849 

2016-2017 1,160 574 1,734 

5 year total 5,875 3,047 8,922 
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Chart 3: Total net housing completions, market & affordable, Greater 

Cambridge, last five years 

 

Table 6: Cambridge council house building programme affordable housing 

completions, last four years 

 

Year Affordable housing 
completions (gross) 

2021-2022  70 

2020-2021 58 

2019-2020  12 

2018-2019 9 

2017-2018 120 

Total  269 

 

Table 7: Cambridge council house building programme affordable housing 

completions projected, current year 

 

Year Projected affordable housing 
completions (gross) 

2022-2023 313 
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