
Magdalene Street / Northampton Street

SIGNIFICANCE • VERY HIGH

General Overview

Northampton and Magdalene Streets are both primary roads through and into the city. Northampton Street is part of
the inner ring-road and so extremely heavily used by traffic and as a result is, in places, dominated by large road
signs. Magdalene Street is a key route into the city, but is restricted to pedestrians, cycles, buses and service access.
An enhancement scheme has recently been implemented to improve surfacing and reduce traffic.

With the exception of the north side of Northampton Street, the majority of properties are college-owned, but include
specialist shops, offices and restaurants. To the north of Northampton Street are the Folk Museum, Local Authority,
private and student housing, and a public house.

View along Magdalene Street
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Busy streets containing the best group of
timber-framed buildings in the city.

This part of the city was very
wealthy in the C16 and housed
the merchants who transported
their goods from the nearby
wharves. Northampton and
Magdalene Streets contain the
most complete group of
timber-framed buildings in the

city. Today, the streets are in a
peripheral mixed-use area
which is becoming an enclave
of specialist shops and small
cafes. Northampton Street also
forms part of the edge-of-town
ring road.

Folk Museum, Northampton Street corner

View north along Northampton Street

Town and Gown Public House

View across The Great Bridge, Magdalene Street
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