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1. Introduction

1.1 Context

1.1.1 Conservation Areas are defined as 'Areas of special architectural or historic interest, the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance'. Once a Local 
Authority has created such an area, Section 71 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 places a duty on that authority to formulate and publish 
proposals for the preservation and enhancement of its conservation areas.

1.1.2 The historic core of Cambridge is part of the large Central Conservation Area No1 which is 
one of ten conservation areas in Cambridge (see fig.1). In 1995, the City Council decided 
that it was unworkable to produce any meaningful proposals to cover such a wide and 
diverse area and set about dividing this conservation area into sectors. The core area is 
one of these sectors and its boundary is shown on fig.2.

1.1.3 The historic core of Cambridge as well as being of huge architectural and historic interest 
is also a very complex area. It was therefore decided that any appraisal of the area needed
to go beyond what S71 might expect and this document therefore has a different structure 
to the other Appraisals produced for the city's Conservation Areas. After much searching 
for an appropriate methodology, it was decided that the structure should be based on that 
used for 'Conservation Plans', albeit with modifications.

1.1.4 This document has taken several years to produce. It is important that it is not considered 
to be a snapshot in time but is capable of being modified and updated over time to enable 
it to advise decisions made in the core area for many years to come.

1.2 Aims and Objectives

- To assess the essential townscape characteristics of the central core of Cambridge.
- To consider what pressures affect the core area, how they impact upon the essential 

characteristics and how they might best be managed.
- To understand the different areas of the city core and how they are interrelated.
- To add detail to the Cambridge Local Plan 2006 and to provide a framework for specific 

projects, conservation plans and development briefs.
- To aid Development Control decisions.
- To identify sites and buildings capable of redevelopment.
- To identify areas with the potential for environmental enhancement.
- To fulfil the Council's statutory duty to prepare management plans for its Conservation 

Areas.
- To update and replace Cambridge Townscape 1971.
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1.3 Designations

1.3.1 CONSERVATION AREAS
The entire historic core area is within a Conservation Area. This means that the demolition 
of the majority of buildings and structures will require formal consent from the City Council. 
It also means that owners must notify the Council of their intention to carry out works to 
most trees. For householders, the rights which they have to carry out works to their 
properties without Planning Permission (known as 'permitted development rights') are 
reduced. For shopkeepers, any illuminated signage requires Advertisement Consent.  
Stricter controls are imposed on the design of new buildings or alterations to existing ones, 
and the City Council has a duty to advertise applications for development on site and in the
local newspaper.

1.3.2 LISTED BUILDINGS
The historic core contains well over 1000 buildings Listed by the government because of 
their special architectural or historic interest. These are identified on the maps in Section 
3.  Any works which affect the special architectural or historic interest of a Listed Building 
(inside or out) require consent from the City Council. When a building is Listed, any 
building attached to it, or which has formed part of the land since before 1 July 1948 and 
any object fixed to it is also considered to be Listed. Buildings within 'the curtilage' or 
objects fixed to a building may not be identified in the List descriptions. You should contact 
the City Council's Environment and Planning Department for advice (see section 6).

1.3.3 BUILDINGS OF LOCAL INTEREST
These buildings are not statutorily Listed (as in 1.3.2 above) but have been identified by 
the City Council as of interest within the Cambridge context. They are identified on the 
maps in Section 3. The demolition of such buildings, or their disfiguring alteration, is 
unlikely to be supported. Internal works, however, do not require the consent of the City 
Council. The designation as a Building of Local Interest may allow aspects of the Building 
Regulations to be relaxed when converting buildings to new uses or undertaking other 
alterations.

1.3.4 HISTORIC PARKS AND GARDENS
Within the core, the college grounds of Christ's, Clare, Emmanuel, King's, Queens', St 
John's, Trinity Hall and Trinity Colleges are all registered by English Heritage as being of 
'special interest'. The City Council considers the impact of developments on the character 
of such gardens and notifies English Heritage before making decisions on such 
applications.

1.4 Consultation and adoption

1.4.1 The following groups and individuals have been consulted during the preparation of this 
document:-

English Heritage (English Heritage’s support in funding archaeological input by the 
Cambridge Archaeology Unit is gratefully acknowledged.)
shape Cambridge
Cambridge Preservation Society
Conservation & Design Panel (Cambridge City Council)
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King Street Neighbourhood Association
Park Street Residents Association
Disability Consultative Panel (Cambridge City Council)
Shopmobility 
University of Cambridge - Dept of Archaeology
University of Cambridge - Estate Management & Building Services
The College Bursars' Committee
Christ's College
Clare College
Corpus Christi College
Darwin College
Downing College
Emmanuel College
Gonville & Caius College
Jesus College
King's College
Magdalene College
Peterhouse
Queens' College
St Catharine's College
St John's College
Sidney Sussex College
Trinity College
Trinity Hall College
Cambridgeshire Constabulary
Cambridge Fire & Rescue Service
Cambridge Ethnic Community Forum
MENTER (Black & Minority Ethnic Network)
Chamber of Commerce
CRACA (Cambridge Retail and Commercial Association)
Cambridge City Council, Environmental Projects
Cambridge City Council, Transport & Street Services
Cambridge City Council, Economic Development & Tourism
Cambridge City Council, Policy & Projects
Cambridge City Council, Arts & Entertainment
Cambridge City Council, Parks & Recreation
Cambridgeshire County Council, Environment & Transport Dept
Cambridgeshire County Councillors: Market, Castle & Newnham Wards
Cambridge City Councillors: Market, Castle & Newnham Wards

Planning Regulatory Committee Members
Environment Scrutiny Committee Members
Party Leaders

Utilities: Telephone
Water
Cable TV
Gas
Electric

1.4.2 The first draft of the Core Appraisal was approved by the City Council's Environment 
Committee on 5 November 2002 as the basis for consultation. Following the consultation 
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exercise, a revised draft was approved by Environment Committee on 27 April 2004. The 
appraisal was subsequently modified, before being approved by the Executive Councillor 
for the Environment on 15 August 2006 and formally adopted.

1.5 How to use this document

1.5.1 Part 2 of this document attempts to summarise the issues which affect the way we 
perceive the city. It begins with a broad-brush view, looking at the landscape within which 
the city sits and then at the city's history and how this has shaped the settlement that we 
now see. It then begins to focus on the way people use the core area both in terms of the 
spaces and the buildings, before looking in detail at the streets, the spaces, the building 
forms and the minor details that make the core area so special. Finally, it defines some 
very broad characteristics of the core area.

1.5.2 Part 3 looks in detail at every street and space within the core area. This section, in an 
illustrative way, details the characteristics of each street and space. It gives a brief 
historical analysis, provides an audit of the buildings, picks up the townscape elements and
sets out the opportunities for development and enhancement. This guidance should help 
provide a context for developers and Council officers which will allow them to judge the 
suitability of proposals for new development. It can also be used as a checklist of potential 
enhancement schemes towards which the City and County Councils can work together.  
Each street is given a 'significance value'. This is intended to provide a guide to the 
sensitivity of the street to change of any description.

1.5.3 Part 4 looks at the issues that currently affect, or are likely to affect, the core in the future.  
It considers which particular aspect of the core area's character may be threatened and 
cross-references to Part 5 to show how this threat might be managed.

1.5.4 Part 5 sets out planned developments, potential future developments and enhancement 
schemes, potential management improvements amongst the local authorities and others, 
policies and current examples of good practice which can be built upon to ensure that the 
best elements of the core are preserved and the weaker elements enhanced. This section 
picks out the areas where future work may be needed.

1.5.5 Part 6 of this document summarises the contact details of those who influence the 
character of the core area.
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