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1 Rainfall and temperature data obtained from the Met Office: http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/stationdata/index.html  
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2 http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/heathealth/  
3 http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/guide/key_warnings.html  
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rain cm128.9 mm

166.2 mm

21 October 2001
• Torrential rain and flash floods.
• 4 inches of rain fell in 24 hours.
• 1 in 40 year flood event.
• Fire fighters attended more than 400 incidents 
and had to rescue 90 people from homes and 
vehicles.
• River Cam rose 8 foot above normal.

23 August 2004
• 60 employees sent home as factory floods in torrential rainfall.
• Computers and digital phone lines switched off after rainwater entered the building’s 
electricity system.
• Fire crews ensured the building was safe.
• Flooding which leaves pavements in Chesterton unusable is caused by raising parts 
of the road and lowering parts of the pavement in the High Street.




                                                 
4 Monthly rainfall data obtained from the Met Office: http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/stationdata/index.html 
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 Daily rainfall data obtained from the University of Cambridge Computer Laboratory: 
http://www.cl.cam.ac.uk/research/dtg/weather/
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July / August 2003
• Record temperatures recorded on 10th August at Cambridge Botanic Gardens of 36.9”C. 
• Fields surrounding Milton were engulfed in flames attracting 20 emergency phone calls from the public. 
• Experts said temperatures were already level with the heat waves of 1990 and 1995. 
• Open air swimming pool at Jesus Green almost full to capacity.
• The scorching weather brought crowds out into the city parks and on to the River Cam.
• Vermin multiplied near the children’s paddling pool at Lammas Land. Environmental Health Officers said the problem had been caused by heat and discarded food 
scraps. Extra chlorine added to the pool as a safety measure against Weil’s disease and baiting boxes distributed.

July / August 2006
• Temperatures reached 35.6”C on 19th July at Cambridge Botanic Gardens.

• Sainsbury’s, Coldhams Lane, Cambridge, said ice cream and cold drink sales were 50 per cent higher. 
• Jesus Green Pool had more than 1,000 people through its doors. Lammas Land and Cherry Hinton Hall 

pools reported 2,000 bathers seeking a place to cool down. 
• Cambridge Water says the region has received 10% of the average rainfall for July. 

• Fire crews in Cambridge were called-out to more than 40 fire incidents in 7 hours - many of them deliberate. The control room received calls between 5pm and 
midnight, Tuesday, 18 July. Bushes, grass verges and cars were deliberately set alight.

• Police have reported that 60% of burglaries in the area during the past two weeks have been caused by people leaving doors and windows open. 
• Clare College gardens produced their first ever crop of bananas.

July 2004
• Experts are warning of first 
bout of summer smog, as 
pollution levels rise with the hot 
muggy weather.







                                                 
5 Monthly temperature data obtained from the Met Office: http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/stationdata/index.html 
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Snowfall Temp rise

Gale/ Storm Fog

deg C rain cm

January 2004 Snowfall
• The Ely and March areas found themselves under 13cm of snow, 
while Cambridge received between 3 - 5 cm. 
• Motorists caused gridlock in Cambridge yesterday as they 
scrambled out of work early to avoid a repeat of last years snow 
chaos. Blizzard conditions, which hit at 3pm yesterday afternoon, 
caused a mass walkout from offices across the city as people terrified 
of getting stuck on the county’s roads headed for home. 
• Motorists fearing a repeat of 2003 nightmare when people were 
stranded in their cars for up to 18 hours. 
• Schools are forced to close because staff who now often live miles 
away cannot get to work on congested or blocked roads. 

March 2004 Warm spell
• A warm spell this week has given fed 
up North Cambridge residents a whiff of 
what is in store for them this summer - 
and it does not smell good. The ’Milton 
Pong’ looks set to bring misery not only 
to the village but also to those living in 
East Chesterton, Kings Hedges and 
Fen Ditton as it creeps towards the 
science park an beyond. 

October 2002 Storm
• Tree’s blown over.
• Tiles blown off roofs; damage to 
gutters.

August 2001 Warm spell
• Environmental health officials and Anglian 
Water representatives are confident they 
have got to the bottom of the smell in and 
around Cambridge’s sewer works. Since the 
beginning of August SCDC has received 20 
complaints. Smell worsened by heat and 
slight winds. February 2006 Fog

• First commercial flight 
from Cambridge to 
Oxford delayed by over 
3 hours.
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6 All figures mentioned in the key messages refer to the central estimates of climate projections equating to a 50% probability. 
7 2080s = the thirty year period 2070-2099 
8 2020s = the thirty year period 2010-2039 
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9 Source: UK Climate Projects 09, http://ukclimateprojections.defra.gov.uk/ 
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10 Source: UK Climate Projects 09, http://ukclimateprojections.defra.gov.uk/ 
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11 Source: UK Climate Projects 09, http://ukclimateprojections.defra.gov.uk/ 


