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Cambridge Culture – Be Involved 

 
The Arts and Entertainments team at Cambridge City Council programme and 
manage a huge variety of events throughout the year. 
 
Every year, around 300,000 people  from across Cambridgeshire & beyond come to 
our events.  We aim to provide events that will appeal to all sections of the 
community and we provide over 400 activities  in each year in order to meet this 
need.   
 
Why should I get involved? 
 
The activities produced by our experienced events team are some of the largest  and 
most prominent  events in the city – and many of them are free to attend!  
Consistently excellent performance has enabled our events to establish themselves 
as a major part of the entertainment calendar in Cambridge and recent market 
research has proved that they are some of the most widely known  and popular 
events in the city.    
 
 
“The Council's events form a key part of the Cambridge annual calendar. I am very 
proud of both their quality and the great atmosphere they create in the city.” 
Antoinette Jackson, Chief Executive  
 
 
Find out more about how working with this team of creative programmers, 
technicians and marketers could help you reach your objectives.   
 
What events can I be involved with? 
 
Our range of activities is being developed all of the time but the sections below cover 
some of what we currently do and the opportunities for you to be involved.     
 
·  Branding 
 
·  Corporate Hospitality 
 
·  Community Support  
 



Branding 
 

These events have a huge profile in Cambridge and a ttract large numbers of 
people from across the county.   

 
If you wish to raise your company’s profile in the Cambridge region, these 

events will provide the perfect way to reach the co mmunity with your brand.  
 
Bonfire Night  
 
The largest free firework display in East Anglia takes place on 5th November each 
year on Midsummer Common and has grown to become the city's most widely 
known  and popular event, renowned for the quality of its fireworks.  The celebration 
consists of a spectacular aerial firework display  for 30,000 people from across the 
county followed by a traditional bonfire and with additional entertainments  including 
a family fun fair and a large range of food and confectionary vendors.  
 
BENEFITS & FEATURES 

·  Prominent on site branding visible to 
thousands of people  

·  Your profile raised across the county  
·  Excellent corporate hospitality facilities for 

a large group  
·  High level local media coverage, especially 

radio 
·  An event with excellent guaranteed 

attendance and one of the widest reaches 
of your brand to non attendees through 
publicity  

 
Title sponsorship is available for 2010, 2011 & 201 2 
 
Title sponsorship of this event is valued at £20,00 0 + VAT per annum for a 
comprehensive package 
 
Jazz & Brass In The Parks  

 
A summer-long series of outdoor music concerts featuring high 
quality jazz and brass bands attracting over 1,200 people and 
especially families, senior citizens and passers by.   These 
concerts are the perfect way to spend your lazy summer Sunday 
afternoons enjoying an ice cream or two in the sunshine.   
 
BENEFITS & FEATURES 

·  Widely visible outdoor branding 
·  Prominent city-wide publicity through a tailored poster 

campaign 
·  Informal relaxed feel & picturesque locations for association   

 
Value at        £250 + VAT per concert  

£1,500 + VAT for the series    
 
 
 



Summer in the City – The Big Weekend  
 
Our most popular & visible summer event, which takes on Parker’s Piece, for 3 days 
in July providing FREE entertainment  and includes a licensed bar, continental 
market stalls, workshops, sports, street theatre, the Children’s Festival Family Fun 
Day, storytelling, fairground rides & community activities for up to 30,000 people from 
all across the community in Cambridgeshire.   
 
This event can easily be tailored to include your product 
launch, company re-brand or bespoke hospitality experience 
and we’re always keen to incorporate your ideas.   
 
Potential new  opportunities include: 
Carnivals, hot air balloons, street theatre, processions, 
pyrotechnics, costumes, acrobatics, theatre, poetry, film 
screenings, abseiling, trapeze, open-mic, comedy… 
 
BENEFITS & FEATURES 

·  Extremely prominent on site branding & publicity 
·  High-level local media coverage, especially local 

radio   
·  County-wide print distribution reaching thousands 
·  Excellent community event showcasing social 

responsibility 
·  Bespoke corporate hospitality opportunities  
·  Opportunities for staff involvement  
·  Potential for product distribution & and an on-site presence 

 
Opportunities are valued from £500 - £20,000 + VAT for title sponsorship  per 
annum   
 
Title sponsorship is available for 2010, 2011 and 2 012 
 
 
 
 



Corporate Hospitality 
 

If you are interested in using the arts as a means to entertain valuable clients or your 
hard working staff, these events provide a range of  exciting and exclusive 

opportunities for VIP treatment and access to high quality performers.   
 

The Cambridge International Concert Series 
 
One of the real highlights in the Cambridge Corn Exchange programme of events is 
the Cambridge International Concert Series, consisting of six concerts across the 
year featuring orchestras of international  standing with conductors and soloists only 
rivalled by the best London concert halls.   
 
BENEFITS & FEATURES 

·  An association with prestigious international orchestras  
·  Exclusive private hospitality opportunities for entertaining 
·  VIP access to excellent seats & priority booking  
·  Brand exposure via advertising & publicity including a 

separate multi-page brochure mailed to over 40,000 people 
and reaching almost 100,000  

 
Valued at   £3,000 + VAT per concert  

      £18,000 + VAT for title sponsorship of the fu ll series    
 
 
Heart Of The World – world music & culture festival   
 
A multicultural arts festival celebrating Cambridge’s international connections by 
exploring music & culture from around the world, spread across Cambridge venues 
with a strong community focus.  Each year the festival includes both ticketed and 
free events  such as concerts , shows , craft  fairs,  family  days , practical 
workshops  and talks  attracting over 4,000 people from a very broad spectrum of 
backgrounds.  

 
BENEFITS & FEATURES 

·  An association with international 
cultures  

·  Access to tickets & hospitality for 
staff or clients at unique multi-
cultural events 

·  Reach  people from many 
backgrounds including minority 
groups, families and 
international residents   

 
·  Opportunities for branding in targeted publicity & at many indoor & outdoor city 

sites & venues  
·  National advertising & local community radio coverage 

 
Valued at £500 + VAT per event  

      £10,000 + VAT for title sponsorship  
 

 
 
 



 
The Comedy Marquee   
 
For something a bit different why not support a comedy show…in an 
outdoor marquee?! The Jesus Green Comedy marquee brings 
entertainment to the great outdoors for 4,500 people  in August each year 
on one of the city’s largest green spaces for the chance to enjoy a cool 
beer and the best emerging comedians.   
 
BENEFITS & FEATURES 

·  Free tickets and VIP hospitality to treat staff/clients 
·  Highly visible on site branding for excellent exposure 
·  Potential for on site presence and/or product distribution  
·  Potential media coverage, especially local commercial radio  

 
Valued at £1,000 + VAT per show  

     £6,000 + VAT for title sponsorship  
 
 

 



Community Support 
 

Our objective is to enhance people’s lives and prov ide everyone in the 
community with the chance to enjoy the benefits of the arts. 

 
Allow your company to show its support for local pe ople directly, by enabling 

this activity to take place that has a real feel-go od factor, bringing the 
Cambridge community to life. 

 
CHILDREN & SCHOOLS  

 
The Children’s Festival  
 
An annual arts festival for children which takes place in 
primary schools across the city in June, encompassing a 
variety of workshop events from drama activities to arts & 
crafts  and music  workshops.   
 
The Children’s Festival is about introducing children to new 
experiences and showing children how to look at things 
differently; teaching children new skills. 
 
In 2009 the Children’s Festival worked with three schools in Cambridge - St Philips Primary, 
Shirley Primary and Grove Primary reaching up to 800 school children.  
 
This is followed by a Children’s Festival Family Fun Day as part of the Big Weekend, which 
acts as a celebration of the achievements for all the children who have taken part.  On the 
Family Fun Day the potential number of child participants increases to an average of 10,000 
children, who can enjoy free activities to challenge, excite and entertain them. 
 
The Fun Day, supported by John Lewis, includes a Performance Marquee, storytelling, 
face painting, sports demonstrations, arts and craf ts workshops, music 
workshops and of course all the fun activities sponsored by John Lewis in the John 
Lewis Marquee – which in 2009 included cheerleader performances, Irish dancing 
and cupcake decorating. 
 
Adopt A school 
 
Local companies are invited to Adopt a School ; whereby we can broker a relationship 
between your company and your local school, enabling their children to participate in this 
city-wide festival through your support, helping you to leave a legacy for local children.   
 
Adopt a School is available for £500 + VAT 
 
Title sponsorship of the Children’s Festival is val ued at £7,000 + VAT 
(available from 2011)  
 

                    Storytelling workshop  
at St Philips Primary School  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Indian dance workshop at  
Grove Primary School 



 
Children’s Theatre Marquee  
 
Incorporated into the Jesus Green Live events is the ever-popular Children’s Theatre 
Marquee. Traditionally running over four days with two performances daily, for 2009 it 
has expanded to six days of fun-filled children’s theatre, in order to meet public 
demand including with interactive workshops and integrated sign language in 
designated performances. 
 
When?      August 
Where?    Jesus Green, Cambridge City Centre 
Who attends?  

·  2,000 people approx.  
·  2-12 years & parents  

 
 
 
BENEFITS & PROFILE AVAILABLE  
 

·  Direct association with the community through title sponsorship 
·  An opportunity to engage with the family market and young children 
·  Prominent on site branding through banners & display promoting your 

company across the marquee both inside & out clearly visible from the green 
and surrounding roads  

·  Complimentary tickets for staff and/or clients 
·  The potential for product placement at the marquee  
·  Mentions in any editorial coverage by the press where possible 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
     
Title sponsorship is available from £2,500 + VAT  

 



The Cambridge Summer Musical  
 
Be associated with the most popular community musical  event in the city where up 
to 200 local people come together to revive a classic musical & perform their 
favourite songs with full professional support  on our popular stage to thousands of 
attendees from across Cambridge.   
 

BENEFITS & FEATURES 
·  Large numbers of tickets & VIP hospitality for 

engaging a large workforce or client base  
·  Branding & advertising in the Corn Exchange & 

related publicity reaching almost 100,000 people  
·  An association with extremely popular 

entertainment & well known musical titles 
 
The Summer Musical is offered at £5,000 + VAT for a  comprehensive  package  
 
SENIOR CITZENS 
 
The Mayor’s Day Out – 25 th Anniversary Year  
 

This day with the Mayor and Councillors, which celebrates its 25th anniversary year, 
provides 15 coaches full of support staff and takes 800 of the city’s least able for a 
trip to the seaside!  The trip includes an opportunity to eat lunch on the seafront and 
watch a show on a beach’s pier.  Cambridge Evening News is a long-term 
supporter of this event and it receives a high level of attention  in their publication.     
 
BENEFITS & FEATURES 

·  Direct access to the local Senior Citizens 
market  

·  Extremely well supported event with high 
level local media attention 

·  A much loved event for a strong “feel-good 
factor” association    

·  Strongly visible branding in publicity & on 
coaches 

·  Opportunities for presence on the day & 
potential product placement  

·  Almost guaranteed editorial & media coverage   
 
The Mayor’s Day Out is offered at £10,000 + VAT for  a comprehensive package 
of title sponsorship 
 
Sponsor a coach for £950 + VAT 
 
Sponsor a Senior Citizen’s ticket for £25 + VAT per  person  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Tea Dances 
 
We recreate the magic of the music hall in our very 
own city centre Guildhall location for a series of nine 
dances, providing raffles and a delicious afternoon 
tea.  These events have been running for years and 
prove ever popular with around 600 local residents.   
 

BENEFITS & FEATURES   
·  An opportunity to target the Senior Citizen 

market directly 
·  Branding opportunities via advertising on site & 

in brochures   
·  Persistent opportunities for targeted product placement  

 
Valued at £300+ VAT per dance  

     £2,500 + VAT for title sponsorship 
 
Senior Citizens Annual Programme 
 
A range of events specially supported and subsided for Cambridge senior citizens 
enabling those with the least access to entertainment to enjoy their retirement.   
 
Club Shows 
 
The Club Shows programme provides subsidised entertainment for over 1,000 senior 
citizens with these shows through a variety of entertainers- from Elvis impersonators 
to folk musicians or local historians. 
 
Arts Picturehouse Archive Film Showings  
 
We work with the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse who produce screenings from their 
archive film collection, with special concessions for Senior Citizens. 
 
Cream Tea Cruises    
 

The Cream Tea Cruise is a well-established part 
of the Senior Citizen Event Calendar. A two 
hour cruise on the River Cam and a delicious 
tea make for a quintessentially Cambridge 
afternoon.  
 
‘I want to thank you for the river trip yesterday, 
on the Riverboat Georgina. I had never been on 
the Cam before, and it was all so lovely along 

the banks. I met some very pleasant people at my table, and the crewmen, and 
waiters etc were all so pleasant and kind.’  Cream Tea Cruise Customer 2009 
 
Other events programmed for 2009 include: a guided tour followed by an educational 
wine tasting at Chilford Hall, a guided tour of the Fitzwilliam Museum’s collection and 
‘The Alternative Michaelmas Term’, a series of 8 lectures for senior citizens 
programmed with the University of Cambridge.   
 
Sponsorship of the entire Senior Citizens’ programm e is available for £10,000 + 
VAT (excluding the Mayor’s Day Out) or £1,000 + VAT  per event 



 

Get in touch and start the fun! 
 
 

The information on the events above and the profile opportunities are neither 
comprehensive nor exhaustive.  We are always open to negotiation and discussion of 
alternative arrangements where possible. 
 

Of course branding, hospitality and support for the community is present within all of 
the events that we do, so please do ask about the ways in which we could develop 
the event that interests you to suit your specific objectives. 
 

The opportunities for involvement for a partner are  as varied and exciting as 
the events themselves. We look forward to working w ith you and creating a 

long-term, mutually beneficial relationship. 
 
If you would like to discuss sponsorship of any of the above events or any other 
current possibilities that may have arisen, please do not hesitate to contact: 
 
Elaine Midgley 
Arts Development Manager 
Cambridge City Council, Arts and Entertainments 
3 Parson’s Court, Wheeler Street, Cambridge, CB2 3QE 
Tel: 01223 457592   
Fax: 01223 457559 
Email: elaine.midgley@cambridge.gov.uk  

 
Other Brochures available:  
 
Partnership Opportunities  at The Co-operative Cambridge Folk Festival  
One of the premier music events in Europe and one of the longest running and most 
famous folk festivals in the world, renowned for its high standards, intimate 
atmosphere and wide definition of folk. Hugely popular, the festival has sold out in 
advance for over a decade and reaches over 13 million people through BBC media. 
 
Corporate Membership of the Cambridge Corn Exchange: 
Over the past 20 years the Corn Exchange has seen many famous names come 
through its doors, including Al Gore, Lee Evans, Take That, David Bowie, Oasis and 
the Bolshoi Ballet. Through a membership you can benefit from high profile 
advertising, branding, tickets to Corn Exchange events, exclusive corporate 
hospitality and preferential hire rates for the venue. 
  
Please contact Elaine Midgley on 01223 457592 for t hese brochures.   

 
The Co-operative Cambridge Folk Festival Big Weekend Comedy Marquee Jazz & 
Brass in the Parks The Children’s Festival Heart of the World Bonfire Night Senior 
Citizens’ Programme The Summer Musical Cambridge Corn Exchange  


